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legelative BalscnibIp,
Diursday, 1211, December, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4-30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

(For "Questions on Notice" and "Pa'pers
presented" 8ee "1otes and Proceedings."]

BILLS (2) FIRST READING.
1, Roads Closure.
2, Permanent Reserve (Cotteslee).
Introduced by the Premier.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.
The PREMIER Hen. H. B. Lefroy-Mefore)

[4-43): 1 move-
That for the remainder of the session the

Standing or ho suspended so far as to
enable Bills to be passed through all their stages
in one day, and Messages from the Legislative
Council to be taken into consideration on the
day on which they are received; also, so far
as to admit of the reporting and adopting of
the resolutions of the Committee of Supply
and of Ways and 'Means en the same day on
which they shall have passed those Committees.

In submitting this motion I am merely adopting
a practice that is usual towards the close of the
sessien. The suspension of the Standing Orders
will enable Bills to be dealt with practically in
one sitting, and ivill also facilitate the ordinary
business in another place.

lion. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4-46]: It is true,
as the Premier has stated, that this is the motion
usually submitted to the House in the closing
stages of the session. But before it. passes there
is generally a definite undertaking given by the
Government that no new Bills of any importance
will be introduced after the suspension of the
Standing Orders. I do not know whether the
Government have in mind any new Bills. Cer-
tainly, every day sees the introduction of new
Bills ; one or two are down for second reading to,
day which were introduced yesterday, and which
may or may not prove to be of importance. I
understand that at least two Bills of considerable
importance have st-ill to come here from another
place-measures amending the Early Closing Act,
and the State Children Act. Certainly the former
measure is of the highest importance to a large
section of the community. It will be recognised
that to have Bills of great importance introduced
and possibly passed through thle wvhole of their
stages at one sitting would hie altogether inad-.
visable. Further, before agreeing to the motion
I should like the Premier s assurance that my
Bill to amend the Constitution Act will have an
opportunity of full discussion here, and that this
week. It is no use wsasting several dlays on the
consideration of that Bill in this Chamber if it
is only going to reach another place on possibly
the last (lay of thle session, when it would receive
110 consideration, and when in fact members of
another place would ho justified in opposing its
introduction. I ask for the Premices assurance
that my Bill will he dealt wvith not later than
to-morrow. Having regard to the business on
the Notice Paper, I see no insruperable difficulty

inl dealing with it to-morrow, unless, of course,

new work comes crowding down fromi another
place; and that is exactly where I am appre-
hensive. if new Bills, or amendments to Bills
which have passed this Chamber, should comle
down fairly freely during thle next few dlays with
the Standing Orders suspended we shall be en-
gaged on that business to the exclusion of thle
Bill I refer to, and others as well.

Hion. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fremantle)
[4-5o] : I sugget that any new Bill introduced
after Ithe suspension of the Standing Orders should
be p~laced on thle files; of members immediately
after the first reading, instead of distribution of
copies being deferred until the second reading
is moved. The course I suggest wvill enable mem-
bers to knowv the contents of these measures,
and, if necessary, to consult with their constituents
regarding such Bills:

Mr. TROY (Aft. Magnlet) [4.521: I support the
leader of the Opposition especially as regards his
Bill to amend the Constitution Act. When that
measure wsas introduced, the Premier gave a very
definite promise that the fullest time would be
allowed for its discussion in both Chambers. Bot
if the Bill is kept at the bottom of the Notice
Palie, where it is now, there will be every
reason for another place to refuse to discuss it at
all. If the Premier intends to keep his word-

The Premier: I do not think thle lion. member
should speak like that. Will the hion. member
quote my exact words, pkeasec

Mir. TROY: I will quote them later. I cannot
just flow.

The Premier: The hion. member has made one
statement which is not quite comret.

Mr. TROY: What is that?
The IPremier : The lion, member sid that I

gave an assurance the Bill would reach another
House. That is not correct.

Hon. P. Collier: The Premier gave mc that
assurance in private conversation.

Mr. TROY : The Premier gave his word to the
leader of the Opposition privately, and I have a
recollection of the Premier saying~ in this Rouse
that he would allow timne for the amplest dis-
cussion of the measure. Now wve find the Bill at
the bottom of the Notice Paper.

Hon. P. Collier: The debate on the second
reading has been twice adjourned on the motion
of members sitting on the C~overnment side of the
Rouse: once as the result of a division.

Mr. TROY: The delay in thle discussion of the
Bill is not our fault, and it is due from the Premier
to treat with respect ,ncrhbers on either side of
the liouse who are in favour of the measure, and
to afford them an oportunity of referring it in
proper time to another Chamber.

The PREIER (Hon. H. B. Lofroy-Mfore-
in replly,) [4 53] :One question asked mie was
whether the Government inteind to bring forward
any new legislation. It is prope~ed by the Govern-
ment to bring forward no noro legislationl of a
controversial character or of a non-eontroversiall
character.

Hon. P. Collier: Not the Bill to amend the Early
Closing Act?

The PREIE R :That comes from the Upper
House. There are measures which have to come
down from another place. But it is not the inten-
tion of tho Cevernment to introduce any more
Bills. In reply to the question of the meomber
for North-East Fremantle (lion. AV. C. Angwin)
whether Bills will be passed round upon first
reading, I say certainly, that will he done. It is
only duo to hion. memnbers that they should be
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placed in possession of 'Bills; At the earliest possible
Oportunity. A question put to me by the loader
of the Opposition, and re-echoed by the member
for Bit. Magnet (Mr. Troy), is whether I wrould
allow theo Bill to amend the Constitution Act to
be discussed to-morrow, I told the leader of the
Opposition in this Chamber that I would allow
time for the diseussien of his Bill ; and I have
done so I consider I bare carried out miy under-
taking by allowing the Bill to be discussed on three
days here. Tho member for Mt. Magnet stated
I hiad said that I would give an opportunity for
sending the Bill to another place. I have no
record of having made any such statement in the
House, and 1 do not remember making such a state-
ment to the leader of the Opposition outside this
Chamber. I say this, not because I wish to burke
discussion, but because, in order to save timne, I
wish to put myself right with the leader of the
Opposition. The Bill is on the Notice Paper in
the place where private members' business usually
appear". However, the Bill may have precedence
over other measures at a later date. We expect
to have measures coming down from another place,
and seine of them may require considerable dis-
oission.

1-Ion. P. Collier:; That will depend entirely on
the attitude of the Government. Those Bills
may take a long time or a short time.

The PREM AIER : I am not prepared. to give the
leader of the Opposition to-morrow for his Bill,
but I am prepared to place it where it will receive
discussion on Tuesday next.

Question put, and a division taken with the
following result :

Noes

Majorit

Mr. Angelo
Air. Braun
mr. Brown
Mr. Davies
Mr. Duff

Mr. Durack
M r. Foley
111r. Gardiner
Mr. George

M r. Griffiths
Mr. Harrison
M r. Hudson
Mr. Lefrey

IN . Ammgwin
Mr. Chesson
Mr. Collier
Mr. Green
Mr. Hiolmn
Mr Jones

Mr. Lutey

~24
.. 12

y for .. .. 12

Avss.

Nos.

aMr. Malay
M4r, Mitchell
Mr. Money
Mr. P'liigton
M r. R. T. Robinson
VAp. Smith
Mir. Stubbs
Mr. Teesdale
Mr, Underwood
Mr. Veryar(I
Mr. Hardwickt

(Teller.)1

Mr.
Mr,
Mr.

Rockss
Troy

Willcoek
O'Loghlen

(Tclc F.)

Question thus passed.

BILL-GOVERNMENT ELECTRIC WORKS
ACT AMENDMETNT.

All Stages.
Tutroduced. by the Minister for Mines and Rail.

ways and read a first time.

Second Reading.
Thle ML1NLISTER FOR MINES AND RAIL-

WAYS (Hon. 0. A. Hudson-Yilgaru) [5-7] ink
moving the seond reading said:. This is merely
a formal Bill following on a Bill which has already
passed this Chamber," which has for its object the
app~ointmcnt of three Commissioners of Railways.
Under the Act we are now seeking to amend, p ro-
vision is made for the management of the Trami-
ways and the Government Electric Works by the
Commissioner of Railways, and it is necessary,
if the ether Bill goes through, that we should have
provision made so that the management of these
works may be placed under the control of three
Commissioners instead of one as at the present
time. I move-

That the Bill he now road a second time.
Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [.5-41: This Bill

is somewhat on all fours with the small Bill which
went through last week dealing with the control
of the tramways, and in speaking on that Bill I
offered the opinion that it was largely a waste of
time, or possibly a waste of time and money as
well, in connection with the printing and the paper
used. This Bill, like the other, might be said to
he consequential upon the Government Railways
Bill which passed through this House, and until we
know the fate of that Railway Bill in another
place it will he entirely unnmecessary to pass any
others. It would have been 'vise if the Minister
had waited until he had learned the fate of the
Railway Bill in another place before bringing
in this Bill and the Tramways Bill, and in that
way ho might have saved a. considerable ameunt
of expenditure in connection with the pro paration
of those Bills. From what I can gather, the
Government Railways Act Amendment Bill has
a very fair chance, of not going through another
place.

The Mintister for Railways: Mly information is
to the conti-ary.

Ron. r. COLLJZER: I do not knowv who has
been acting as Whip to gather that information
for the Minister.

IThe Minister for Railways : I do not know
yours and I am not inquiring4.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We shall see, but I am
inclined to think the Bill will go out, in which
case we shiall not want these two small Bills.
Further than that, I do not think it will be wise
to give the power to three Comnmissioners to manage
o ur electric l igh t works. It wou ld ho better to take
the managemnent of the system away from the eon-
trol of tile Commissioner altogether. We might
then got better results.

Mr, Smith : It could not be worse.
Hon. P. COLLIER : The Commissioner, or

possibly the three Commissioners, are not the
only persons in this State who could be relied upon
in connection with the control and mianagement
of our electric light works. InI any case, what
will the three Commissioners know about electric
lighting ? The works are under the general con-.
trol of a manager, Mr. Tab'ylor, who is a very capable
and expert officer in his line of business, and I
do not suppose the Comminissioners will have
anything mere to do with the actual management
of these works than any hon. member.

Mr. Smith ; The Commissioners will expect an
extra salary.

Hon. P. COLLIER: When the question of
considering the appointment of tme three Com-
missioners is being dealt with, it will look big
to find that the applicants will he expected to
fill the position of Comminissioners of Railways,
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Commissioners of Tramways, and Commissioners
in charge of the electric light works. In the other
States, especially on paper, will this announce3ment
look big, or w~ilI certainly make the positions

a= pa to be of groat responsibility, even greater
ta they really are. The appointment of the

Commissioners to control the tram ways and the
electric light works will also involve the Govern-
Merit in an expenditure of an additional £500
for salary, and the Commissioners will not be called
upon to do any work. It would bebetter aitogethor
to amend the Electric Light Act and take the
control of the workas away fom the Commissioners
whether they be one or three, and vest the control
of the works in a general manager who knows
something of the work and who, in fact, has been
carrying it out right tip to the present time.

Question put and passed.
Bill road a second time.

In Committee, etcetera.
Ur. Stubbs in the Chair ; tile Minister for

Railways in charge of the Bill.
Clause i-agreed to.
Clause 2-Amendment of No. 29 of 191-5:
Wfon. P. COLLIER -Would I ho in order in

moving an amendment to provide for the manage-
ment of these works by a general manager, an
amendment which would have the effect of taking
awray the control from the Commissioner of Rail-
ways ?

The CHAIRMAN: I am inclined to agree that
the amendment would be relevant to the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The Act we
are seeking to amend is an Act which vests in the
Commissioner of Railways certain powers, and we
propose to amend that Act by conferrine similar
powers upon three Commissioners. That is the
object of the Bill, and not to change the manage-
ment.' I submit, therefore, that the suggested
amendment is not relevant.

Clause put and passod.
Title-agreed. to.
Bill reported without amendment, and the re,-

port adopted.
Read a third time and transmitted to the Legisla-

tive, Council.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1918-19.
Message.

Mossage from the Governor received and read
transmitting the Loan Estimates for the year
191.8-10 and recomninding appropriations.

In Committee of Supply.
The House resolved into Committee of Supply

for the purpose of considering the Loan Estimates
Mr- Stubbs in the Chair.

Vote-Departmental, £29,257:'
The COLON[AL TREASURER (Iron. J.

Gardiner-Irwin) r5-171: Had it not been for
the ending of the war the Loan Estimates
would have bocon laid on the T able of the Rouse
some three or four weeks age. The Estimates
would then have shown, as far as possible, how
little wve could have got on with in view of the
financial outlook. Altered circumstances have led
to an altered view. The Government are faced
with the obligation of trying to make provision
for the new conditions which mnay obtain, and also
for tire absorption of our returned men, and asi far
as possible providing for keeping our population

from migrating to thle other States. The various
items on the loan schedules will be dealt with by
the Ministers in charge of the departments. My
duty is to give information in regard to the financial
outlook, and show what previsions are made for
Financing the additional expenditure. The total
Lean Estimates for the year is £I,395,269, but
as £175,000 of this will be recouped, the actual
lean expenditure which we will have to provide
will be £1l,220,259. Of this loan expenditure
£100,000 will be issued in bonds for repurchased
estates and as for the first three mnths we have
already paid £E170,493 on account of loan oxpendi-
tire for the year, the actual cash that I have to
provide for the balance of the year is £943,766.
By utilising the full £E700,000 which I obtained
from the Go minonwealth, and taking into considera-
tion the further sum, of £2,50,000 which we can
obtain between now and December, 1919, 1 can
see my way to finance without any diffICulty, not
only to the 30th June, but at the same ratio if we
continue the expenditure on these Estimates,
as I have already told the Committee, until De-
comber of next year. There is no doubt that now
the war is over the whole question of financing the
States so far as leants are, concerned will have
to he carefully recoonsidered. The possibilities
are that the States as a whole will require to em bark
upon other public and developmental wvorks, and
for this purpose we have to arrangze further Financial
consideration. It is to be earnestly hoped, how'ever,
that even faced with this necessity, every care will
be taken to see that such works have in them the
germ rnotb only of pro vidi ng em ploymen t but eventu-
ally earning suffcient to pay interest and sinking
fund. No one can predict ait the present stage
the future ellerta of the war upon the world's money
market.' Consequently every expendlitulre, how-
ever necessary-, must hie salted wiith lecitinsate
caution and care, The contemplated expenlditure,
onl the various departments is as follows.:-Vlublie
Works Department, £379,062. The prineipal item
in this expendituire is the cost of construction of
the Wynriham Freezing Works, £E135,000. We
hope this will be sufficient to complete the
works. For the completion of railways £92,000
is provided, for barbours and rivers, £93,000, and
for roads and bridges £20,000. Under the heading
of Water Supply and Sewverage, £93,970 is provided,
which includes water supply for towns generally
£20,000, metropolitan water supply £38,000,
and water supply in agricultural districts £26,000.
I have not included the odd pounds in these ligures.
For the ines Department £00,000 is provided.
Last year the total expenditure in this depart-
ment was £9,609, but as foreshadowed by the
Minister for Mines, it is felt that thle Government
have a right to see what can be done to develop
this great industry, realising that the finding of
one or two good miines would justify any expendi-
ture. They have, therefore, increased this sum
by practically £50,000. 1 hone membhers wvill
see how far they can assist the Mlinister for Mines
with their ideas, such as wue had in the debate on
the Mines Estimates, to the end that our mines
mnay be developed to the utmost possible extent.
Railways, tramwvays, arid electric power station
have a suim, £204,027, set aside for thorn. This is
absorbed by the following-additions and improve-
ments to opened lines, £84,000, railS andl fastenings
£57,000, tramaways £25,000, and electric power
station £33,000. In passing, it may be as well to
remember that in addition to those sumls paid out
of loan on our railways and tramways we are pro,
viding out of reverne the following :-Fe, r railways-
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re-sleepering, £20,000 ;ic-'shiplntittg, £9,000, and
ballasting £10,000; and for tramways, belated
repairs, £17,500. When wve consider that this
money is being spent, in addition to our loan ex-
penditure, to keep our railways up to standard, it
leads us to the conclusion that there ought to be
a thorough investigation into the question of
revenue expenditure en them, and as to how
far the expenditure should be debited to capital
account, seeing that wve are providing a sinking
fund to wipe out tire whole capital expenditure.
I think that will appeal to members. We cannot
afford to do too much for posterity, but it seems
to me we are doing a good deal for it now. For
the electric power station there is provided a sum
of £:33,700. For tire department of Agriculture
a swn of £155,000 is set aside. This is to provide
working capital for thle Wyndham Freezing Works,
as distinct from the money provided for their
construction. Thre Minister in charge will give
full pariticular of thiis to hon. members. Eventu-
ally thscptal ougt to again come back to uts,
but the probabilities arc that this work, if it is to
be a success, will require at least this sum as per-
manent working capital.

Hion. J. Mitchell: There is no doubt about that.
The COLONIAL TREASURER: That is so.

For thre department of Industries we have pro-
vided the sum of £370,000. In this amount we
have provided £150,000 for advances to soldiers
on the land. This of course wvill be recouped to
us by the Commonwealth, although it is an
eventual liability for the State. We have to
make a further provision of £.60,000 to give assist-
ane to soldier settlers, above the £500 advanced
to them individually by thre Commonwealth. It
is found by practical experience that the prob-
abilities arc that in many of these instances wre
will have to advance more than £500 fin order to
ensure that the men concerned will make a success
of their ventures. We arc making further pro-
vision for repurchasing estates of L160,000. Of
this £60,000 would be cash. There mny) be pro.
pes-ties, and there are some, which it may be
desirable that we should have, and we may have
to pay A proportion in cash, while the balance will
he in bonds. A sum of £.100,000 will be issued
in bonds to the vendors. The capital of the
Agricultural Bank last, year was put up to £75,000.
This year we have increased it by a further
£26,000. We have increased this by thre sum of
£925,000 for the purchase of sheep, fin order to
try, if possible, to make the poqition of the settler
more sound as far as advances are concerned, as
well as to mnake our securities better.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I see that your speech
was forestalled in the paper to-day on that point.

Thre COLONIAL TEXASURER : Possibly.
Theo capital for the Industries Assistance Board
for thre financial year is placed at £25,000), hut
it is net anticipated that we shall require this sum.
Further, onr the outlook at present it seems that
'wo are to recive back on the present estimate
roughly £140,000 of the capital previously ad-
vanced, as we are to get back this year some of
the big, advances we bad to make last year. The
Colonial Secretary's Department showrs two small
items totalling C7,500. Those sums make up a
total of £1,89)5,259. Now we come to thre land
improvement fund, 969,978, This fund4 accumu-
lates by repayment from thre Lands Department
of moneys advanced for surveys, repayment
being provided out of general revenue fund each
year. The amount standing to the credit of this
fund available for appropriation on the 30th June,

1018, wasf£60,978. Of this sum we purpose spend-
ig £58,250, made up) as fellows :-Lands Depart-
ment, £24,500. This amount is required in con-
nection with the classification and survey of land
for sale, improvements, etc. Department of
Agriculture, £13,700. This is rerquired in con-
nection with the development of agriculture
generally, Woods and Forests branch, £18,700,
of which £8,000 is required for classification of
timber lands, £5,000 for pine planting at North
Perth, and £9,500 for the purchase of the Lookc
estate and the Stirling estate tuart reserve. In
the Department of Industries £1,350 is required
for assistance to Esperance settlers. The duty
of a Treasurer is merely to put these bald facts
before the Committee. It is the duty of indi-
vidual Ministers to justify this expenditure, and
consequently, the Loan Bill w-hich I have intro-
duced w~ill he considered after these Estimates
are passed. Not having appropriation, it will be
necessary to cover the authorised amounts wider
loan expenditure.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.3

Progress reported.

BILL-WHEBAT MARXCETING ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 4th December.
Ron. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5-35]: 1 had

expected that some of the farmrs' representatives
would occupy twoe or three sittings upon this Bill.
If the motive for remaining silent is to force my
colleague on my left to go ahead, it does not savour
of a&courageous attitude. Tam mere than surprised
when I recall the speecheus delivered by some of
our friends on the Wheat Marketing Bill 6f last
session.

Mr. Malcy: And your own.
Hion. P'. COLLIER : At all events I am consis-

tent. I am retaining the attitude I took up on
that occasion, but I am justified in contrasting
the remarkable silence on the part of our friends
this session with the attitude of dissatisfaction
that eharacterisedl them when the Bill of last
session was before the House Particularly do I
recall the speech of the member for Beverley
(Mr. Broun), a notable utterance in his political
career, wvhen lie expressed his entire dissatis-
faction with tho attitude of the Government in
the handling of the marketing of the wheat. More
particularly did hie threaten the Government
with penalties unless they caine down with a Bill
early this session, oven before any contract "'as
entered into for the handling of this season's har-
vest. He demanded that the House should have
an opportunity of discussing the w'hole admins-
tratien of the scheme.

Mr. Broun: What time last year did the Bill
come deavn?

Hon. . COLLIER : At the end of the session,
just about the same stage as ivo have reached
to-day.

Mr. Brouon: But in which month wag it?
Hon. P. COLLIER : It does not matter which

month it might have been, it was at the end of the
session.

Mr. Eroun: But it makes all the difference.
Ron. P. COLLIER: The hen. member has

been lulled into silence and satisfaction. We
understand that he lias had no more say in the
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actual clauses and provisions of the contract or
of the Bill than hie had on thle previous occasion.

Hion. J. Mitchell: Did you have any say ?
l. P. COLLIER: None whatever. If I

could be surm that our friends have not had any
more say than other members of the 1{ouse, I
should be satisfied. But I am afraid they have
had their say, net here, but, in the language of the
race-course, under the lap. That is the bad feature
of the whole business. Evidently certain mem-
ben have discussed this matter before some other
tribunal. They have had their grievances re-
dressend as far as possible, and so are quite eatis-
fled to remain silent to-day and allow the Bill to
go through.

Air. Mtaley : Do not you discuss any of your
party's business outside?

Rion. P. COLLIER : No, not any Bills affect-
ing my political platform or my personal welfare;
those questions I do not discuss with any outside,
irresponsible body. That is what has happened
on this occasion. We read that sometimes an
indiscreet branch of the Farmers andtiSettlers'
Association, by means of a circular drafted by
some impetuous secretary, lets the eat out of the
bag ; and so we know that members onl the Govern-
ment cross benches transact their business and
discuss a Bill of this character with the executive
of their association. And, having regaid for thle
fact that there are 22 members on that executive,
while there are only 12 or 13 members of the
Country patty in this House, and seeing that the
maijority rules when. they meet conference, it is
clear that ou'r friends take their instructions and
feed out of the hand of King Mlonger and other
prominent members of thle executive.

Mr. Broun : I am sorry it butts you so much.
Hon. P. COLLIER: It does not hurt mne at all,

but I thtink these things should be ventilated.
It will be a sorry day for the public life of the
country when smatters of this kind can be dis-
cussed sub toa and passed through the House
without ventilation.

Mr. Broun: What justification have you for
miaking the statement you have made in regard

to the Farm-rs and Settlers' Association and the
Country party ?

Ron. P. COLLIER:t The whole wvorld knows of
it. It was published broadcast in the columns of
the newspapers.

Mrl. Braun: And you believe eveirythinge the
"West Australian' says?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Everything that comes
with the authority of the executive of the Farmers
and Settlers' Association. If my honourable
friend desires to get out of his difficulty by re-
pudliating the authority of that excumtive, I do
not mind at all.

Mr. Braun : Get on with the Bill.
Rion. P. COLLIER :Yes, just as soon as it

suits me. I hope our friend will get up and justify
his position as a member of the House and of the
Farmeons and Settlers' Association as well. it is
quite clear there hias been some pressure exer-
coised which the public are not acquainted with,

Mr. Maley: Nono whatever.
Honl. P. COLLIER : Then perh~aps our friends

will explain the remarkable somersault oil tho
part of the Government or of the Minister in
charge of the Bill, as evidenced in the provisions
of the Bill, compared with the attitiod& adopted
by the Honorary Minister only a feu' months nvo.
For instance, weo knowv that whilst for the past year
or two the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., ad the
Farmers and Settlers' Association have been

clamoeuring for the appointment of an executive
board, the honorary Minister was most resolute
in declining to aceede to that request.

,%r. Maley: But that was a recommendation
from the Royal Commission.

Ron. P. COLLIER: It was a recommendation
from thle Farmers and Settlers' conference, which
was more potent in getting it included in the Bill
than the recommendation of the Royal Commis-
sion.

The Attorney General: It was only the Royal
Commission that did it.

Hon. P. COLLIER : The orders wont forth in
August, at a conference of that association, and
quite regardless of what the Royal Commission
may have recommended on then subject.

The Attorney General : I can assure you that
this would not have been in thle Bill but for the
report of the Royal Commission.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Perhaps the Attorney
Generial, not being under that association's thumb,
may have been able to stand up and take an inde-
pendent attitude. But there arc several of his
colleagues who could not maintain such an atti-
tude. Does not the Attorney General recall
how valiantly the twoe Honorary Ministers marched
down to that conferenice, and how tam~ly sob-
missive they were when. the conference was all
over, and the instructions had been issued to
them ? Indeed, how tamely submissive wvere
they!1 They were tumbling over one another
to say, '' Yes, sir; no sir ;I will not do it again
I wilI not vote against this ; I will vote for that."

The Attorney General: I was riot there.
Hon. P-. COLLIER : The }Ionorary Minister

was one of those who marched down in the pro-
cession led by the Premier.

The Attorney General: TChat was a deputation.
Mr. Holman : In true Oriental style.
Mr. SPEAKER : Order!
I-on. P. COLLIER : Here is the position re-

garding executive control : right uip to the
holding of that conferene in August, the Hlonorary
Minister was most emphatic in declining thiq
proposal. In that attitude, I take it, lie was
supported by his colleagues, was voicing the vieu-s
of the Government. Of course, definite resolu-
tions 'wero passed at that conference dema~ndig
executive control; and, further than that, the
conference instructed its Parliamentary members
to insist upon having the associaiten's wishesi in
this regard granted. Following on that, the
Royal Commission recommended a form of execu-
tive control; and exectutive control appears in
the Bill. But the executive control provided by
the Bill is not the c.'ceutiro control which w'as
recommended b Iy the Railway Commission.

The Minister for Works : Pretty much.
lion. 1'. COLLIER: Pretty touch with a very

great difference. indeed, from my point of view,
net being eniouredl Of eXcutive control as
demanded by the Farmners and Settlers' Associa-
tion, I-raither like the waty the executive control
is hedged round in this Bill, and the fashion in
which the Government have retained the real
control. But what I am surprised at is that our
friends on the cross benches arc satisfied with the
bogus executive control set ip by the Bill.

Thle Attorney General: Have not you seen the
proposed amendment?

.Honl. r. COLLIER: With regard to the moe-
bers of the board, yes. I am going to move that
two members of the Trades Hall should be ap-
pointed to that board. fin that case we should
get a truly excellent board, combining all the
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business acumen of the Per-th Chamber of Conm-
mferce 'with the sturdy tenacity of sonmc of our
Trades Hail friends, I do net know what sort of
a time the )Vinister would have as chairman in
trying to keep the board under control. How-
ever, the Country party apparently arc satisfied,
because they have secured what they believe to
be executive control.

Mr. ]hroun- Hlow do you know they are satis-
fled ?

R-on, P. COLLIER: I take their silence to be
consent.

(Several interjections.]
Hon. P, COLLIER;: Contrast the noise of those

hon. members now with their silence when you,
Air. Speaker, were about to put the second read-
ing !The member for York (Mr. Griffiths) ap-
parently was restrained from jumping into the
debate because I bad secured the adjournment.
But I was quite willing to yield to hinm.

MrY. Maley : W~e have been waiting for the
ehairman of the Royal Comimission.

Hon. W. C. Augivin : You heard my vicws when
I spoke on the Estimates.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I am rather glad that our
friends are satisfied with this dummy board, and
I commend the astuteness of the Minister who
drafted the clause. The safeguards with which that
executive control is hedged round are such as to
make the executive cent-of worth not a&snap of the
fingers. The Governmeont are retaining the full
control of the financial side.

The Minister for Works:. Do you agree with
that ?

Hon. P. COLLIER:- I am rather inclined to
agree with it.

The Minister for Works: We have done some-
thing that meets with your commendation then.

Hon. P. COLLIER: [t was not done by the
Government because they thought I desired it.
They (lid not know my viewvs on the matter at all.
As administrative control is all a question of finance,
what power cant the board have ? It is all a
question of the expenditure cf money, and from
that aspect the Minister will control the board's
decisions every time. The board will he one
having Power i n amne only. If the Government
accepted the principle of control by a board with
executive power because the Royal Commission
recommended that principle, they should have
taken the Commission's recommendation in toto
and not merely set up a skeleton of what the Com-.
mission intended.

The Attorney General :The Commission did net
go into detail.

Hon, P. COLLIER : Had the Commission Nnown
how, the Government intended to get round the
reco0mmndation, they would have0 gone into full
details. There is another point -which confirms
me in the opinion that the Farmers and Settlers'
Association have had their way with regard to
the main features of this Bill ; and that is the
handling of this acason's harvest. Again, prier
to the conference, that famous conference which
w(ill go dlown int the Political history of this State
as one of the most remarkamble exhibitions over
witnessed of the control of Minis9ters by inespon-
sible outside bodies, we know that tie Honorary
Minister had almost madie up his mind that the
Westralian Farmers. Ltd., were not going to have
the handling of this season's harvest unless they
altered thseir methods a good deal from those which
obtained in the previous year. He even wvent so

far as to invite quotations for the handling of the-
harvest from anumber of the irms whohad handled
it in Previous years. That was just about the
time of the meeting of that famous conference.
When the .385 wild and wool ly farmers who attended
that conference heard of the Honorary 'Minister's.
proposal to call for quotations wvith the object of
letting the work it satisfactory prices were offered,-
a stormn burst, as we knew, withi the result that the
Honorary M1inister was obliged to back down.

The Attorney General :No. That again has
been done at the suggestion of the Royal Come-
mission.

Hen. P. COLLIER : N\o. The Royal Com-
mission did not recommend that the We1stralian
Farmrers should get the work this year.

The Attorney General : They recommended
that the invitation to submit tenders should be
recalled.

Hon. P. COLLIER :. The Royal Conmnission
have neither condemned nor praised the wvork
of the Westralian Farmers any more thian that
of any other firm that have handled tie business.
They left the matter entirely an open one.

The Attorney General : I. was speaking of the
tenders.

Hon. P. COLLIER : Seeing that the Royal Corn-
mission left the matter entirely open, one would
have expected that the Government, or the
Honorary Minister, would proceed with the an-
nounced intention and obtain quotations from acli
the other firms. But suddenly, after the calling
for tenders, the Farmers and Settlers' Association
spoke; and that wis. the end of that proposal.
Perhaps this paragraph is worth quoting from
pageVI. of the Royal Commission's report-

It having conic to the kno-wledge of the Coin-
mission that the Government have decided on
a policy of inviting quotations for the acquiring
of the 1918-19 harvest, it was considered advis-
able to requnest the Government to stay its hand
pending the receipt of a report from the Com-
mission. The Government at once acceded
to the request, and postponed the date for re-
ceivi ng quotations ; eventually for some reason
withdrawing the invitations altogether. The
reouest was not made in opposition to the Policy
of the government, hut on perusal of the con-
ditions of the draft agreement, upon which quota-
tions had to lie submitted, it was found that the
present system of dual control in the care and
protection of the wheat was proposed to be con-
tinued. Considering that such a systemn was
not in the best intercsts of tire Scheme, the Corn-
mission deemed it necessary to advise the Govern.
meat accordingly. In view of the statement
made by the manager of the Scheme to tme effect
that if the work of aceuiring the wheat in the
future was carried out by the Scheme ollicials,
several thoasand pounds 'now king paid to the
acquiring agent wrould be saved-this being
accomplished principally by the Slcme directly
employing the suba&gents instead of operating-
through an acquiring agent or middlenman-
the Commission is of opinion that tire general.
manager should he requested, when quotations
are being submitted by accuiring firms, to also
submit a pirice for the krork,.

I do net know whether that recommendation was
adopted. I believe it was not, I do not know
whether 'the Government asked tire mianager,
in view of his statement that the work could be
done for several thousand pounds loss, to submit
a price. The Government decided, I suppose
deliberately decided, to call for quotations. They-
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'did niot even acquaint the Commission of their
intention, although the Commission were then
inquiring into the whole matter anid bad promised
to make a recommendation in time to allow the
Government to consider it prior to entering into
an Agreement. Notwithstanding that fact, the
-Governent, Apparently ignoring the Commission,
decided to call for quotations from firms who had
been handling the business previously. They did
so ; and, without any recouss'nndation from the
Royal Commission, that step was retraced. 'Why ?
What was the pressure ? Where did the pressure
,come from ? What was the power and influence
exercised upon the Government compelling them
to back down from that stand ?

Mr. Maley:i Theo Royal Commission.
Hon. P. COLLIER - Not at all. The hen.

smember knows. it was not the Royal Commission.
It was an institution with infinitely greater power
.and strength than the Royal Commnission possess.
lIt -was a political organisation. That is about all
I have to say regarding this Bill. I have no objec-
tion, whatever to the farmers handlingi their own
produce through their co-operative societies. I
favour co-operation jest as uchol as our friends
do. But I do object to such a body as the Wee-
traliaii Farmers, Ltd., the membership of which
is composed largely of the same men as% compose
the polioltal organisation known as the Farmers
and Settlers' Association, to that kind of nsi'ture
of politics and trade, forcing- the hands of the
Government to yield in important matters, and
apparently to yield against the hotter judgment
of the memabers of the Goverment. That is what
-is happening in this instance, and I want to know
where it is going to land us if it is to be pursued
-inl all othor mnatters as ire!]. This is a body that
intends to extend its operations beyond the hand-
-ling of wheat. They propose to go into trade and
commerce generally. It is their avowed inten.
tion. to open out as a general trading and business
eneeris and eventually, whore are we going to end?
The commercial people, of the, country will not be
-able to compete with the Westralian Farmers,
Ltd., because they will not have the political
hacking in this Rouse, aud will not be able to force
.the hands of tho Government as the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd.. are able to do. What chance
have the individual traders of competing on even
.tnrms with the Westralian Farumcrs, Ltd., when
,this body have behind them the backing of the
Farmers and Settlers' Association and that associa-
tion has the support and backing of their members
In this House, who are in the position of forciig
.the hands of the Government ?

Mr. 'Maley: Do not forget that you have joined
a co-operative "movement yourself.

LHon. P. COLLER : WVhat would have been
,said of the Labour Party when they wore in office
if they had given a contract to a body whit I was
virtually a political organisation, because that is
what the Westralian Farora, Limited, amaountts
to ? We bad it in evidence before the Royal
Commission that no fewer than 10 or 17 mem-
hers of Parliament are shareholders in the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd., and two or three
Ministers of the Crown as well. I am net going
to ay that in either ease, that is to any exctent,
they would be personally benefited by any con.-
netion wvith the Westralian Farmers, LimitedI
but nevertheless the principle is a dangerous
one, one that has to be carefully guarded against,
when members are interested in A pecuniary sense

-in such a body, and interested not only pccuni-
arily but politically as well. We knew that if any

members of this House associated with the
Farmers anid Settlers' Association declined to
carry out the decisions of that association, or failed
to ex~ercise their influence on this mnatter, and on
other matters as well when requested to do so,
that that political association would have the
Power to cause the offending members to lose
their seats at the next election. We have seen
evidence of that in another place wihen a member
was carpeted and challenged As to why he re-
frained from voting. The association were going
to apply the third degree to him, but a tactful
member of the conference said, "Perhaps before
we go any further we might ask the bon, member
whether hie will do it again if the Bill comes UP,'
and the hen, member said meekly " Oh no, I will
not do it again," There we have evidence of the
power and influence cecised by the Farmers
and Settlers' Association. During- the live years
that the Labour party were in office we did not
take instructions in that manner, What would
the Minister for Works have said if such a thing
bad happened to him ?

Mr. Nairn: Fie would have boiled over.
Heon. P. COLLIER: He would have exploded

and Royal Commissions galore would have been
appointed. It is no use opposing the Bill; the
contract has been entered into, And I do isot know
whether I have sufficient knowledge of the details
of the expenditure and costs of the business to
criticise it front a business point of view, or to
say whether it is as good a contract as could he
made in the circumstances.

Hon. NV. C. Angwin: There has been a present
of about £5,000 made to the contractor for nothing.

H-on. P. COLLIE R: I want to enter my p rotest
against the manner in which a trading concern,
'which is almost identical wish a political organis.
ation, has brought pressure to bear upon the
Government, to make them reverse their dcision
and attitude upon importaut matters such as
has beeni done during the past three or four months
in connect ion with the handling of the coining
harvest.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonoras) [0061: 1 intend to veto
against the second readling of the Bill, believing
as I have done for some time, and as I did when A
similar measure was before the House last session,
that the Westralian Farmers, Limited, are going
to be given a monopoly and are going to work
hand i hand with the political party who are
using their power is this HEouse, asA they have
aim-ir s used it, in the direction of giving- into the
hands of a few men who from the ineepLion of
that party have ruled them from a political point
of view. The Bill gives A great amount of power.
It not only gives power to the Westraiiso Iiarmers,
Limited, to handle wheat of a certain harvest but
it also gives the Goverunent the opportutnity to
enter into a contract to give that sAme company
a monopoly of the handling of the harvest of
1.920. For the past four *years -we have been
working under wvar conditions. The- Westralian
Farmers, Limited, have had a monopoly only be-
cause the Government themselves had rise dis-
posal of the handling of the wheat generally.

The Attorney General: They get it originally
in open competition.

Mr. FOLEY:- I doubt that. The Wheat Pool
came into existence as a war measure, and the
Wests-alianL Farmers got the monopoly of the
handling of the wheat because that Pool came
into'existence under was conditions.

Mr. B3roun:- They gut it in op)en competition.
Hion. WV. C. Angwin: They did not.

152.1
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Mr. FOLEY: The Wheat Pool being the result
of the existence of the wvar, I contend the con-
ditions which then existed do not apply to-day.
My own opinion is that as soon as the Bill ceases
to operate the Westralian Farmers will have to
take their turn and eater into competition with
other firms who for many years past have been
engaged in the wvork of handling wheat.

Mr. Maley: They are quite prepared.
Mir. FOLEY : Not one member of the Country

party in this Chamber has said hie would be in
favour of giving private firm an opportunity of
entering into competition with the Wostralian
Farners, Limited. So far as that institution

entering into competition with ether firms is
concerned, I know that they cannot always de-
liver the goods as cheaply as many of the private
firms have bi en able to do. The Bill gives a
monopoly for the handling of wheat sacks to them,
and I know for a positive fact that the Westralian
Farmers, Limited, were supplying wheat saks and
wool packs at a certain price when those com-.
modities; could have been bought 2s. cheaper
from private firms.

AMr Broen: You do not know wihat you are
talking about.

Mr. FOLEY: The names of those who are
selling them cheaper and also the names of the
individual associated. with the Westralian Farmers,
Limited, who was selling them at a dearer rate
can easily be obtained.

Air. Broun: Von do not know the position.
Mr. FOLEY:; I know the position of the party

who are being run by the Westralian Farmers,
Limited, and who have put up a cock and bull
story to the farmers that these things can be got
cheaper because the farmers themselves are hand-
lig them. The people wrho are handling this
wheat are the same people who dictated the policy
that had to he followed by the members of the
Countr~y party in this Chamber. They dlid that
to the extent that th6 limn. member who "'as
sitting in the chair I now occupy--the present
Treasurer-found himself in the position, instead
of being leader of the Country party, of aetually
being hounded nut.

Mr. Maley: Has your policy ever been dictated
to you ?

Mr. FOLEY;: Never. Our policy has alwasys
been to combine induostrialism with political action
and the Country party are starting where the
Labour party left off. I am speaking of the
Country party, because it is closely interwoven
with the nmes of sonie gentlemen wvho dictated
the policy that had to be followed. There were
Bamil Mlurray, Prowsc, Monger, and Marwick.
Marwick said that Mon[eger was a grand man and
Cardiner was nowhere. Prow~se came into it and
they held a memorable meeting, at which they
scratched each other's backs.

31r. Brune: On a point if order. Is the lion.
member discussing the Wheat Marketing Bill
or the Farmers and Settlers' Association ?

Mr. SPEAKER : T'hc her. member is in order.
Mr. FOLEY : What (lid M.%onger say-and he is

well in the Westralian Farners, Limited ? He
maid there was not one mian with any brains in the
Country party in the. Legislative Assembly. lie
said they wrei a lot a numb-skulls. That is in
print. Basil Murray is another gentleman who is
goinga to get a monopoly tinder this Bill.

Mr. lBronn: Y'ou are annoyed hecause he got
licked.

Sitting suspended from 6-15 to 7-30 p.m.

Mr. FOLEY :Apparently the members of the
Country party are not taking much interest in
this Bill, judging by their absence from the
Chamber at this moment. I was spealcing about
the gentlemen w~ho were in charge and who were,
to be given control of the handling of wheat in
Western Australia. I spoke of Mr. Mlonger. He
has not proved to this House that ho has con-
fidence in the gentlemen wjho are supporting the
Westralian Farmers, Limited. If we could take
Mir. Monger's estimate of the gentlemen in this
House, who are supporting tis measure from in-
dustrial and political points of view, then there is
something w'rong either with the House or the
party which is endeavouring to nilpport the Govern.
ment iii bringing this measure forward.

Hon. R. 11I. Underwood (Honorary Minister)
What is the matter with taking his estimate of
himself

Mr. FOLEY: There is another gentleman who
is an administrative head of that institution,
which is going to be given a monopoly if this Bill
passesi. I refer to Mr. Murray. Mr. Murray, like
every one of the gentlemen wrho arm the adminis-
trative heads of this firm, is an insurance agent
purely and simply.

Mr. B3rue: You gave him enough on the
occasion of the Swan election. Get on to the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd.

Mr. FOLEY: Those gentlemen I have named
are the administrative headts of the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd. Mir. Marray is purely an insurance
agent.

Mr. Harrison: Not nowv.
Mir. FOLEY : Not now, because lie has a better

billet given to him, for the reason that he supported
the very party which wishes to foist this measure
upon the State. Hie has never delivered the
goods so far as this State is concerned regarding
the handling of wheat. The Westralian Farmers,
Ltd., have to deliver the goods for this House
to be able to say that they have made a success
of it.

Bir. Maley: He delivered the g - die at the Swan
election.

Mr. FOLEY: No, Mr. Corboy did.
Mr. SPEAKER; Order IThe Swan election

is not under discussion.
Mr. ]3roun : Neither is Air. Muiray.
Mir. FOLEY: Then there is Mr. Sinclair Mie-

Gibbon, and Mr. Stirling Taylor. Mr. 'Me~ibbon
had a few words to say at the memiorable conference
of the Country party where this scheme was sup.
posed to have had its birth. These few words
that Mr. McGibbon had to say were not very com-
plinientary to those hon. members; who are now
supporting this Bill. There must he something
very wrong with this Bill, or there must have been
an absolute change of front on the part of the
gentlemen ii'ho were in administrative control.
Why are they doing this ? They are doing it be-
cause their work and interests, and everything
they hold clear, is in the insuanoC work in this
State, and because they are insurance agents. If
we are wanting a wine manager we do not go to a
bank clerkc, or behind a draper's counter, or to an
insurance agent, but we lookc amongst the men whon
are working in the mines and pick out the man
wvith the best theoretical and practical know ledge,
and give him the job.

Mry. Broun: That is what we have done.
Mr. FOLEY: Perhaps, with the exception of*

Mr. Monger, there is no one who has any idea of
or expoerience in the handling of wheat. Someone
has to handle the wvheat for them. Thoyarefarmera.
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by proxy, and because of that they are insurance
,agents fi rst. Let us see if there was any quasi
political industrial combination even in the Labour
party, as mniotioned. by the leader of the Opposi-
tion. When thec State Implement Work-s started
there was a great cry, because it was said that
political influenco was brought to bear on the
matter. A great amount of criticism came from
someo of the gentlemen who are new members of
the Country party, because polities were being
brought into indlustrialismn in this State.

Mr. Broom : You are wrong.
Mrh. FOLEY : We could quote from "MUansard"

Land from the speeches delivered throughout the
State to show that this State was beig ruined
by the fact that the then Trades Rall were bringing
political influence into every phase of tme ad-
ministration of the State ImplementlWorks. When
the Labour Government were in office and started
the Implement Works, a board of independent
men was appointed, not to get the best labeurite
they could, not to get the best man who was en-
tirely in agreement with their political opinions
and aspirations, but to get the best man possible
from the engineering point of view, and they did
get the man they supposed to be the best.

Mr. Maley: W.hat has that to do with wheat!
Mr. FOLEY:- It has not much to do with it,

because the Westralien .Farmuers, Ltd., did not
take the same stand. Had the Government
taken Mr. Don Cameron from the Trades Hell,
and put him in charge, because he was one of the
executive men of the Labour movement at the tine,
there would have been a general howl in the cenm-
munity.

Hon, P. Collier: Mr. Cameren has great execu-
tive ability.

Mr. FOLEY: I believe he has. When this
wheat handling scheme was spoken of, and when
thu Westralian Farmers. Ltd., were formed, there
was ito man -who had a million to one chance of
getting on the executive if ho was not entirely in
agreement, first w'ith the policy of the Country
party, and secondly unless lie had a great pull
fromr the St. George's terrace point of view. The
Colonial Treasurer was responsible for the co-
operative movement amongst the farmers. Im-
mediately ho bronght it to fruition, Mr. Monsger, one
of thme executive of the Wostralian Farmers, Ltd.,
to whom they w-ore going to give a monopoly of
the control of wheat, at the memorable meeting
at York said, " There were no brains in the Country
party and not one of them had any ability withl
the exeeptien of the then Colonial Treasurer , the
leader of the party, but he was not sincere.'
Again I say that we are giving into the hands of
the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., by this Bill, if we
pass it, into the hands of those gentlemen u-ho at
every opportunity work all the political powor
they possess for all they are worth on members of
this Chamber, a great power. I say, without fear
of contradiction, that when this party was first
formed, not only did they wish to get power over
their members in Parliament, bet their constitution
provided that if those gentlemen who are on the
Westraliant Farmers' Executive at present decided
that there was a alteration of policy necessary,
or even politic, those gentlemen had theo right to
tell these members hlow they should veto in this
Chamber; with the: result that the Scaddan Gov-
ernment were pet out, because there was an in-
dustrial political Organisation against them. It
is this same industrial political action, in a vorso
form than I have ever seen in the State, that will
be given power by the passing of this mneasure-

There is much work to be done, but who is going to
do it ? Are these gentlemen going to do it, from
a practical standpoint, who are the executive
heads of the Westrablian Farmers, Ltd. ? 1 do not
think so for a moment ; they do not know any-
thing about it, and never did know anything
about wheat handling. The position created by
the Bill is that the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,
are given a monopoly of the handling of the wheat.
These men are not looking at it fream the farmers

E eint of view, but only from the point of view of
ow1 much they can get out of the farmer. The

Bill provides that they may get a contract, and
immediately they get the contract they may
sub-let it to whom they pleas. I say, with al'
the energy and vigour I possess, that the means
adopted regarding the sob-letting of the handling
of the wheat at present are not only a disgrace to
the State, bet net in the best interests of thoe
whom they say they are considering, namely, the
farmers. Any mnenopoly that gives the right to
any body of men, or any institution, to extort
money from any persons without doing any work,
we die net want to fester in this State, as weo will
ho fostering them if this Bill passes. This firm
is geing to have this handling, and are going to
sub-let it. Members know, as well as I do, that the
people they are sub-letting it to are not getting
a fair tbing, according to the price that this firm
is getting.

Mr. Maley : Do you think they should have
consulted yen first ?

Mr. iFOLEY: This is the first chance I have
had of being consulted as to the conditions ap-
pertaining to the Westralianz Farmners. Ltd.,
contract, and some of us are not making bad use
Of that Opportunity either. I hope the house
will make so much of the opportunity that the
Bilk will not be passed. There are many men in
the State who have kept the farmers on the land
and to whom they owe much money. Now the
Westralis~rn Farmers, Ltd., come in and say .E We
will do your work for you, but you must pay us
cash." The firms who stuck to thorn for years
are to be thrown overboard, and are not even te
get a little of the cash that thle Government are
providing for the handling of the wheat. The
farmers, of course, are going to pay that, but only
because they are forced to do so. The farmers
have been well treated by the Government, and
have been treated well by the men who have
ha~ndled their wheat in the past ; in this regard :
that they have been kept on the land by these
Men. One of their own party has said that the
farmers' representatives are the Bulgarians of
politics.

Hon. P. Collier: That was a slight' exaggeration.
.Mr. FOLEY: We not only give the Westralian

Farmers, Limited, the right to deal with the wvheat
of 1918-19, hut the worst feature of the Bill is
that we are giving the Government the right to
enter into an agreement with the Westralian
Farmers, Limited, fer the handling of the 1920
harvest. I believe in equality Of Opportunity.
When the necessity for the Bill arose, war con-
ditions prevailed, but fortunately we are no longer
in a war pexiod. There are in the State ether
firms 'who are desirous of doing the work, and I
contend that when we fix up the 1018-19 harvest
we should give them equality ef opportunity for
doing the work.

Mr. Ilfalcy:- They have had it in the past.
Mr. FOLEY: They have not. The Westralian

Farmers, Limited, have a monopoly only because
the Government gave it to them, and the same
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Government that gave it to them had to consult
Parliament when they did it. The House will be
in reces and therefore Parliament will not be
consulted until long after the proposed agreement
is madle with the Westralian Farmers, Limited,
and in consequence no other firm will have an
opportunity of competing f or the handling of the
wheat. I believe a mistake was made regarding
the milling and the handling of the wheait genieral-
ly; because, after all, when our wheat is to be
taken away and the firms constituting the Wheat
Pool in the various States are being consulted
as to what wheat shall he taken first, I believe
the wheat of the other States wvill be given priority
over the West Australian wheat. The }Ifouse
would be 'vise if they took awvay from the
Westralian Farmers, Limited, the monopoly of the
handling of the wheat. I wish to emphasise the
fact that some gentlemen who arc to be given. a
monopoly in administration arc not fit to do this
job, when wre consider the capabilities of other
firms desirous ef tendtering for the work. The
Government should say to every firm "We will
let the work by tender." And if the tender of anl
outside firm is the lowest, that firmn should get the
work, if Ii a position to carry it out.

Mr. Maley: They would do it for nothing,
merely to crush us out of existence.

Mr. FOLEY : If they would do it for nothing
there would be a clamour from the Country party
to give it to private enterprise. T.PIe holl. member
said a little while ago that his party was willing to
give equality of opportunity. If that is so, let
him veo against the second reading of the Bill.

Mr. Maley: They hadl opportunity in the past,
but they refused to compete with the Westralian
Farmers, Limited,

Air. FOLEY: I believe the measure is not in
the best interests of the State, and therefore, I
will vote against the second reading.

Mr. EBlOtN (Beverley) [7-533: I have been
amased at the remarks of the two Previous
speakers, especially those of the member who has
just sat down. Ini his itricate mental wanderings
he has spoken of subjects about w-hich ho knows
nothing. Before tea he referred to tho supplying
of bags to the farmers by the Westralian Farmers,
Limited, and he led bell. members to believe that
the Westralian Farmers, Limited, were making
from 23. 6id, to 2a. 9id. profit on every dozen bags
they supplied. Let me point out to the hon.
member that the position in respect of bags is
uncontrollable. Hie knows, or lie ought to know,
that for this season the price of bags has been
fixed by the Federal Government, and that all
agents arm bound to supply at or under that price.

Mr. Foley: I was speaking about the time
when the Westralian Farmers, Limited, had to
enter into competition with other firmas for the
supply of bags.

Mr. BROUN : In supplying bags the Westralian
Farmers, Limited, do exactly as other agents do.
If the orders are sent in by farmers early, so that
the supply canl be secured, the bags are supplied
at a certain figure. When I spoke of ordering
bags from the Westralian Farmers, Limited, I Ava
advised to send in my order early, so that the bags
could be obtained at a cheaper rate. I did so, and
my bags "crc supplied at the cheapest rate at
which the other agents were selling.

The Attorney General: Which is 4.1d. less than,
the proclaimed pric.

Mr. BROIN : No, I am referring to an earlier
season. However, the price was reasonable. The
farmer who mentioned this to'the hon. member

must be one of those who did not give his order
early, or alternatively, having ordered early, he
found that his harvest was better than was antici-
pated, with the result that he had to order a second
lot of bags. If that was the ease, the Westralian.
Farmers, Limited, would tell him the exact posi-
tion, would explain that it was necessary to pur-
chase the bags locally from some other agent, and
would send them along at the price paid, plus
railage. That is the position in regard to bags.
The attitude taken up by hon. members in regard
to the Westralian Farmers Limited, is to me extr&
ordinary. It is a body that the farmers them-
selves are supporting. The majority of the
farmers are personally interested in it, and I hope
that every farmer will join it.

Hon. V. C. Angwvin: They cannot help it ;they
are being pushed into it.

Mr. BROUN We have the Westralian Farmers,
Limited, to protect us. We are going to support
the Westralian Farmers, Limited, so long as we are
satisfied that they are clear and above board in
their transactions, and that they are treating the
farmers fairly. The leader of the Opposition
mentioned the combination of the Westralian
Farmeers, Limited, the Farmers and Settlers' As-
sociation and the Country party as a political
body, leading bell. members to believe that we in
this Chamber wvere dictated to by tlhe executive
of the Farmers and Settlers' Association, and had
to do w;hat they told uts to do.

lHon. P. Collier: Why, you were chastised at the
conference for not doing so!

Mr. BROUN :Nothing of the sort. I am
astounded at the leader of the Opposition making
such a statement. For nearly five years the hell.
member and his colleagues sat here on the
AMinisterial benches and were dictated to by caueus,
and the whole of their policy was framed accord-
ingly.

Hon. P. Collier: Caucus is not the'executive of
an outside body.

Mr. BROUN:; Why, the whoe of your instruc-
tions, came from the Trades Hall!

Hon. P. Collier: You do not know what you
are talking about.

Mr. BROUN: I say the hon. members' instruc-
tions weore taken from the Trades Hall.

Hion. P. Collier: In order to allow the hen.
member to cool off a little, I must ask for a with-
drawal of the statement, that during the time we
were on the Ministerial benches we received our
Instructions from tire Trades Hall. The statement
is not correet.

Mr. SPEAKER: The leader of the Opposition
has asked for a wvithdrawal.

Mr. BROUN: I withdraw, nevertheless, I am
astounded at the leader of the Opposition making
such a statement in regard to the Country party.
We are here representing the farmers, and each
member sitting on these cress benfce has been
put here by the farmers as their representatives;
but we have received no instructions whatever
from the Westralian Farmers, Limited, or the
Farmers and Settlers' Association.

Hion. P. Collier: You just have a yarn when you
meet them,?

Mr. BROUN : We may do that. The leader
of the Opposition is near tho truth now.

Mr. Drown : They have honourable understand-
fees.

Mr. BROUN: Ini spite of all the opposition
levelled against the Westralian Farmers, Limited,
that company is going to live, and the farmers
lhavo made usp their minds to support the company



[12 D)EcEMBER, 1918.])6

-until it becomes a body of strength, and a body
of protection for the individual farmer.

Mr. M-unsie: The Westralian Farmer& will live
while the I.A.B. exists. Cut that out, and that
is the end of tile Westralian Farmers.

Mr. IIROUN:; There is very little business done
by l.A. .1. settlers with the Westralian Farmers.
All those who can pay for their requirements, it
has been asserted, have gone to the Westralian
Farmers, and only those who are unable to pay,
it is said, remain on the board. As regards farmers
who are linancially sound, let me point out that
the transactions in the past betwecn the individual
farmer anid thle private firms prior to the establish-
ment of the XWestralian. Farmers, were such that
the private firms received a profit on all products
sold to the farmer, and charged substantial interest
on the amounts due if they were not pa'd im-
mediately. Those private Girins have but them-
selves up out of profits made out of the farmer.
It is time theo farmers woke up as regad the hand-
ling of wheat, from w'hich the agents hlave in the
past made enormous profits. Trhey must have
made enormous profits, or they would net have
hon. memrbers fighting their cause in this Chamber,
The Perth Chamber of Commerce has evidently
been at the member for Leonora (21Mr. Foley) and
bringing pressure to hear on him.

Mr. Foley : I ask for a writhidrawal of that state-
niant. Since I have been a member of this House,
no man in this State has ever put pressure on
ME).

Air. SPEAKER:. The meomber for Leonura
objects to thle remark made by the member for
Beverley (Mr. Broun).

Mr. BROOK: If the lion. nmembher objects, I
withdraw. Respecting the Westralin Farmers
-and the present agreement, the leader of the Op-
position said that pressure had been brought to
bear uipen the Government. I emphatically deny
that.

Hon. P. Collier: What caused the Government's
change of attitude.?

Mfr. BROUN : That will be explained by Alin-
isters ; it is net for me to explain. A suggestion
WAS Made by myself either to the Premier or to
thme Honorary Mtinisters that if tenders were to be
called in open competition for the handling of
thme wheat, a price should be fixed by the Govern-
meont of so much per bushel at which all could come
in. Had that course been Adopted, nine-tenthts
of the wvheat would have been handled by thle
Westralian Farmers. The figures of previous
yearn prove that. During thle first year that the
Westralian Farmers operated they h andled but a
very small portion of the wheat,. owing to their
coining in late. But in thle following year they
got considerably over half of the wheat.

Mr. Harrison: Three-fifths.
Mrf. BROOK: That clearly proves that the

Westralian Farmers in fair and open competition
-would have got nine-teniths of this season's wheat.
I y objection to the calling of tenders in open
competition at prices to be submitted is, as I
stated in this House last session, that it would net
matter to the other firms if they did the handling
at a loss of even one penny per bushel. In view
of the enormous handling they have in the Eastern
States, such a loss would not have mattered. to them
here, Their object in incurring the loss would
be to prevent the Westralian Farmers from building
up an organisation.

lion. P. Collier:- Is that a, principle generally
-adapted by private firms ?

Mr. Maley: Yes, absolutely. You know
too.

Mrt. BROUN: There is not the slightest doul
that that would have happened. The Westralin
Farmers would in such a comtpetition not hai
had the handling of the wheat this year. Bi
with a fixed price per bushel, nine-tenths. of ti
wheat would have been put through the Westralia
Farmers,

Hion. P. Collier -In ether words, with fair an
open competition they could net have got An
trade.

Mr. BROUN: I ask the leader of the Oppositic
how a child, so to speak, coming into a service
this kind could compete with grown up firms ?

lion. P, Collier : The Westralian Farmers ea
carry on with political backing and influnce.

Ir SPEFAKER: Order!r
Mr. 13110 (i: As to the Bill itself, I congratula

the Premier on the fullilment of his promis.
made to me last year, that the measure would i
brought down early this year. Tf le leader1
the Opposition has referrcd to a speech I mat(
last session on the wheat handling of 1917-1
'Ho pointed out that I blamed the Covornmn
and spoke strongly against thorn, for brinigir
down a measure to be ratified by Parliament in U
dying hours of the session But the leader of t1
Opposition knows perfectly well that at the tin
that speech. was made, and at the time the B
was before the House, tliis year bad entered upc
thu month of May.

Hon. P. Collier : Of course.
31r. lIROON: That disposes of the lien. micei

her's argumeont.
Hon. P. Collier: But let the lion. memb

quote what lie said.
Mr. SPEiAKER:; Order!
Mir. BROIIN:- I will leave it to the loader of ti

Opposition to do that. The Premier hias felfille
his promise as regards the bringing clown of ai
raeasure. Tn-day the sheds are floored, Anid soun
of thorn are roofed : and at Spenior's .lBroo
there is new wheat going into the now shted. A
regards the handing itself, last year it u'as tho 15t
February before the farmuers could forward a be
of their wheat. This season it is being delivere
as it is takens oif the field.

Hion. W. C. Angiwvn: But that has nothing t
do with thle Westralian Farmers, Ltd.

Mr. BIIOU (: I do not say it hat. I am r(
plying to &, criticism of the leader of the Oppositlo
on what I sai last session. Last session the i
was introduced onl the 30th May. We have
now before its, and delivery has Already been take
of the wheat, and the agreement has been signec
I notice that the Bill provides for an exvoctir
board, but so far as I can see the executive boar
will differ very slightly from thle advisory boar,
of which we have had experience. An oxecutiv
hoard would be a body operating and having eel
control, and if they desired to do anythinig it woull
be carried out. Bet the proposed executive bear'
under this Bill is to consist of two farmers eleetei
by ballot by the wheat growers, of two farmer
nominated by the Government and of the Ministe
as chairman, In all the operations Affecting th
Wheat Schema the halance of power is given t
the Government, practically the present posi
tion.

The Attorney General:- You do not sugges
that tile Government nominees would veto as th
Government wish, in opposition to the farmers?

Air. 'BROUN: I do not suggest that; hut
am trying to point out that the executive boar
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proposed under this Bill would be practically the
same as the present advisory board, which consists
of twvo nominees, of the Minister as chairman,
and of twoe farmers appointed by the Govern-
ment. The only difference between the advisory
board and the executive board would be that the
latter would include tiro representatives elected
by the wheat growers. I am unable to see that
there is any improvement whatever.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: Do you want the board
to consist entirely of farmers

Air. BRO IlK No.
Mr. Teesdaice: This Bill gives all the farmers

a chance of making a selection. They had not
that opportunity previously.

Mr. BROIJN: That is so; but the executive
board will not have power to ay that certain
things shall be done. Everything remains sub-
jeot to the dictation of the Government.

The Attorney General: Very well. Relieve the
Government of thle responsibility of the guarantee,
and we will agree to let the farmers manage every-
thing.

Mr. ]IROUN: lIt is nionsence, to talk like that.
The Commonwealth Government practically come-
mandeered the wheat, and therefore should be
responsible for paying for it. Where would the
country have been had not the Wheat Pool been
brought into existence?

Hon. 11. Collier: The Labour Government had
to foree the WVheat Pool on the farmers ;do not
forget that.

Mr. Foley: And then the farmers put the Labour
Goverrnent out of office for doing that.

Mr. BROUN: The executive board, in my
opinion, cannot prove satisfactory. Suppose a
meeting of the board is attended by four memnbers-
the Minister, the two farmers nominated by the
Government, and one farmer elected by the wheat
growers ;' then the Minister has the balance of
power because of his casting vote. The Minister
has practically absolute powver to dictate to the
board at all times.

Hron. P. Collier: It is the confidence trick at
work.

Mr. BROOK: My3 idea of such a board is one
that has absolute power and whose instructions
should be carried out. That would do away wvith
the friction anid the trouble that is being caused
at the present time, It has been stated from time
to time, as far as the price that is being paid to the
Westralin, Farmers is concerned, that it is prac-
tically a mere pittance. There is very little profit
going to be made out of the handling of this
harvest.

Mr. Foley: That is why they are subletting it
all.

Mr. BROOK: It has been mentioned by the
member for North-East Fremantle (Hen. W. C.
Angwin) that it has been given in evidence by Mr.
Keys, the manager ef the Scheme, that £3,000
has been paid to the Westralian Farmers, Limited,
for services which they never rendered. I say
that has not been done. The Westralian Farmers,
Limited, have carried out their agrecmcnt to the
letter. I would ask the bell. member, was not
the eighth of a penny paid to the Westralian
Farmers for checking and sampling ?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The agreement said ' for
work done," and they never did the work.

Nr. BROOKN: The subagents made a loss on
the handling and the Westralian Farmers sub-
sidised them to the extent of £4,000.

R~on. W. C. Angwvin: They were doing extra
work at increased cost.

Mr. BROOK: Nothing of the kind. The sub-
sidy of £4,000 counteracts the statements made
that the Wesitralian Farmers, Limited, received
£3,000 more than they should have done for the
handling of the wheat, if we want efficient
handling a fair price must be paid. The Westralian
Farmers, Limited, are handling the wheat at a-
price this year which, after all is said and done,.
will mean a big saving to the farners and to the
Wheat Pool. Had it not been for the Wesitralian
Farmers, Limited, operating, the prices to-day
would have been very different from wshat they
are, It is the competition of the Westralian
Farmers that has caused the price for handling to
be asilowvasit is. The Westralian Farmers, Limitedl,
are prepared to do the whole of the handling of
the wheat from the farm or the siding into the
depdts or ship's side at a price less than it is being
done for in any of the Eastern States to-day.
What is more, they are prepared to quote for the,
handling of that and at the same time pay one-
eighth of a penny more to thle country agents-
for handling stuff at the siding.

The Attorney General: The present agreement
is lower than any in the Eastern States.

lHon. W. C. Angwin : Are you sure ?
The Attorney General: 'Mr. Keys tells us that it

Is.
Mr. BILOTN: The service is very much more

difficult, because in the Eastern States the number
of bags that go to the siding is greater than is the
ease here. in Victoria there are 315 stations-
whecre the bulk of thre wheat is handled and at 60
of these 100,000 bags are received. At the
principal sidings here the average is only 8,000-
bags.

lion. W. C. Angwin: There are about 50 which
receive over 22,000 bags.

Mr. BROOK : But the average is only 8,000.
Anyone who has had experience in the handling
of wheat knows that the more you have at the
dep6t the less shifting there wvill he mid the cheaper
and the better will the work be done. Therefore,.
in faking the price quoted by the Weatralia
Farmers, Limited, Avc must come to the conclusion
that those prices are as low as they can possibly
be. The Westralian Farmers, Limited, are handling
the wvheat this year at a big saving to the Wheat
Pool. Had they not been operating the price
would have been much higher.

Mr. Foley : The stacking is much better in the
Eastern States.

Mr. BROOK: That has not been proved. 'The
condition of the wheat, at any rate, is very much
woerse than it is hero. It has been mentioned that
there could have been a big saving made by the
State handling thle wheat, that is, if the Scheme
employed sub-agents instead of having acquiring
agents. My experience of Government handling
and Government management is that it has al-
ways been very much more expensive than any-
thing clone by a private firm Or by Contract. Work
done by contract is generally done much cheaper
than by day labour, and under the system of State
handling thre costs would go up and one would
never know whecre they would end. There would
be no limit to the costs that would accrue. Theme
would be no assurance given that the w-heat would
be handled for a certain figure, 'Theyf could put
up the cost of handling as high as they liked. It
wvould certainly be detrimental to the Pool if the
State wvere given the handling of the wheat at
the dep6ts. It will certainly he done much
cheaper by private firms under the system wve are
now engaged on.T There is one thing I have noticd,
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and it is that the f.a.q. standard has not been
fixed. I do not know whether is is necessary for
that to be included in the agreement, but they
are already carting wheat into the sheds, I do
not know what the position is in regard to that.
So far as the handling Of the harvest by the
Westral ian Farmers is concerned, the argument
has been advanced against the Westralian Farmers
that it has not been efficiently handled in the past,
and that therefore they should not be given the
sole right to handle the harvest again this year,
No doubt seone of the blame rests with the
Westralian Farmers, Limited, but the major portion
of it rests with the Scheme. The Scheme's inspec-
tors arc operating at different stations and they
are not in close touch with their chiefs to get
instructions in time. In many instances last year,
owing to the bad management of the Scheme,
bags were nlot rocurable and the sub-agents had
to hunt around to secure bags, although under the
agreement the Government were. supposed to
supply them. When they had not bags to operate,
it mecant that their hands were tied and they were
forced to look around and pick up bags wherever
they could. In regard to the handling of the
wheat, in looking through the agreement I find
that provision is miade. for the imposition of penal-
ties on the Westral inn Farmers, Limited, penalties
for breach of any clauses in the agreement. Thle
Governmnenti may be justified in providing for
these penalties liut I consider they are too drastic.

'Tlhe Attorney General : They are very small.
Mr, IIROUN: But they can be imposed from

time to time anld those operating the Scheme can
make things very objectionable for the Westralian
Farmers, Limited.

Ron, AV, C. Angwin: Quite right toe,
Mtr, 33ROUN. Under the different clauses of the

Bill it is possible for them to go so far as to carry
oct the work themselves and theni charge the
Westralian Farmers with the cost and impose a
penaltiyasw~ell, I would ask whether the Govern-
ment are suspicious,

The Attorney General: No.
lien, W, C. Angwin: They ought to be, from

past experience.
Air, IROUN: Do they think the Westralian

Farmers, Limited, are not going to carry out their
work legitimately or honestly ?

Mr. Teedale:- Anything they do will be in the
interests of the farmers.

Ron. P. Collier: Is a man suspicious when he
asks for a receipt for money paid ?

The Attorney General: These are the usual
ternis,

Mir, BROOM: There is right alongside the
agreement with the Westralian Farmers, Limited,
an agreement with the millers of the State and
that agreement contains practically the same
clauses, but there are no penalties provided for
any breaeh of contract. Why this discrimin-
ation ?

The Attorney General: Because the millers'
agreement can be put an end to -very rapidly.

Mr. BROUN : The nLiflcis agreement I admit
is only a short one, but there is the point that the
Weatralian Farmers canl lie fined and yet under the.
millers' agreement there is no provision at all for
a penalty.

The Attorney General: The millers' agreement
is a very stringent one,

Mr. BROOM;- I do not think it is anty more
stringent thtan in the ease of the Wheat Pool.

.The Attorney General:. They are on quite
different lines.

Air. BROUN:- Do not the Government Want
the miller-

Hon, P. Collier: Thle Government are niore free
to dismiss the millers than to dismiss the Westralian.
Farmers, Limited.

31r. 13110UN:. Nothing of the kind. There are
two agreements, one signed by the millers and one
by the Westralian Farmers, Limited. As long as
they are adhering to their agreemtent the
Westralian Pearers, Limited, can defy the Govern-
meat.

The Attorney General: The agreemient is neutral;
they have agreed to this clause.

Mr. 13RO0UN: I know that, but I object to the
two pgreomnents being framed in a different manner,.
such as has been done here, It makeos one think
that the Governmnent have no confidence iii the
Westralian Farmers, Limited, although they have
been given the handling of the wheat, The Govern-
ment are imposing these penalties because they
think they cannot trust themr. I would not
mind if the Government imposed these penalties
upon the millers also, but I would have pointed
out, however, that I think that the clauses con-
taining the penalties were tee drastic. Tlhere is a
tremendous opening for officials to say that the
Westrahian Farmers, Limited, arc not carrying out
their contract and to impose penalties on them
from time to time. One of the penalties provides
for a fine of £10 on each occasion. I do not think
the Westralian Farmears. Limitcd, are likely to
break the agreement. With regard to Clause 5, 1
also understand that the millers havec only to put
u]) a bond of £2I,000

The Attorney General: Because they are de-
livering the goods every day of the week.

lHen. W. C. Angwin : They do not put it up at all.
'Ihe Attorney General: Youirs is a continuing

contract for eontinuing services.
Mr. 1313tUN : The wheat is continually going

into the depats and the Westraliwn Farmers,
Limited, lose all right and interest in it after that,
so far as the agreement is concerned.

Thle Attoirney General: Not until it is passed.
Mr. 13R10-K: 1 consider that this £10,000 bond

from the 'Westralian Farmers, Limited, is too
heavy a one for any agent handling wheat, in com-
parison with rho bond to ho put up by the millers.

lion. IV, C', Angwin: It is very smnall in com-
parison with that provided before, namely £:120,000.

Air. BfOl2N : This lias been reduced consider-
ably already. In all probability the bond has
never been pot up by any of them. At all events
not the whole of it.

Ion. W. C, Angwin : I think so. I think the
Westralian Farmers did hut not the mnillers.

The Attorney General: There is hardly any
reason for the bond in the ease of the millers.
They are continuing to grist the wheat, and are
delivering the goods.

lion. W. C. Angwin:- Then why put it in the
Bill if it is not put uip?

31r. BROUN:- In regard to the millers' agree-
ment, it was mentioned by the Attorney general
that a saving of £38,000 had been made in the new'
agreement. This goes to show that the agree-
ment made with the millers -previously was a bad
one, It also shows that we lest £38,000 last year,
or paid more than we should have paid to that
amount.

The Attorney General: I gave yoe my reasons
for that,

Mr. BROYN : Who was responsible?
The Attorney General; The weevils were re-

sponsible.
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Alr. RRO UN: Nothing of the kind. The sum
of £88,000 too much was paid last year to the
millers, aind there is no saving on this year's
operations. Even flow, under the new agreement
the millers are going to make a substantial profit.
Under the agreement lest year they were allowed
on bags to the equivalent of about 7s. to the ton
of flour, and in sunny cases there werte not two
bags to the ton whaich wyore unfit to use for wheat,
and which could not be used again, with the result
that there was a profit in practically every case
of 6s. on the ton of flour put out by the mill. The
£38,000 paid last year represented a loss to the
Scheme, and these millers are going to make a
substantial prof it on all the gristing and handlling
they do.

Mr. Munsie: No one can make a profit hut the
fanner.

Mr. BRO UN: I have heard insinuations from
members of this Chamber, and outside the
Chamber, and insulting statements also regarding
the Country party from hon,. members, and the
statement that the farmers have been spoon-fed.
The best thing members can do in either House
is to call the farmers Bolshiviks, and have done
with them.

Mr. O'toghlen: That would not improve their
credit.

Mr. BROUN : Let them withdraw all their
support and help) they are giving to the farmers.
Let them do nothing for them, prevent them from
sending a bag of wheat over the railways or from
growing a fleece of wool, and tell them to get out
'of the State. Where would the State be in that
event?

Mrt. Munsie ± This State would not have been
bankrupt if it had not had the help of the farmers.

Mr. ]31100N: That is a nice statement to come
from. the hon. member.

Afr. M1unsie: It is quite true.
Mr. BROUN: Let members do what I suggest

and whore would they be at the end of 10 years?
Mr. Munsie: I wish I know, where I would be

at the end of 10 yearn.
Mr, BROON: If it had not been for the wheat

grower and the wool grower where would this
State have been?

lion. P. Collier: And if it had not been for the
miner, too?

Mrt. BROCKN: The State would have been ina
peculiar position to-day but for them, and would
have been absolutely insolvent.

lRon. P. Collier: You were not Very flourishing
when~ the miners came to this State.

Mr. BROUN: Statements have been made by
men with wisdom, and if the leader of the Opposi-
tion. contradicts them he has no wisdom, that the
State would have been insolvent if it had not been
for the wool and the wheat grown during the war.
Only the other day the Prime Minister said he did
not know what would have happened but for thes
Federal Government adopting this spoon-feeding
system, and continuing the wheat growing in the
Commonwealth. He said nothing about the wool,
of which 52 million pounds worth has been ex-
ported. Where would the war loans have been
but for our products ?

The Attorney General: If it had not been for the
British Government finding the money for the
wheat and the wool, you could not have carried on.

Mr. Munsie: The British Government got no
thanks f or that.-

Mr, BEGUN: A good many more would not
have been able to carry on but for that. If it had
not been for the wheat and the wool, we should

not have had the money in the State wvhich we
now, have.

H~on. 1>. Collier: If it had not been for the buyers;
of the wool and the wheat we would not have .had
the money.

Afr. BROUN: So far as our wool is concerned,
we would have boon just as well off as wc are to-day.
I admit that wool growing is a good thing, but so
far as wheat is concerned 'ye might have been in a
very different position. It is very hard to say
what would have happened if the Wheat Pool had
not been in operation. With all due thanks to the
central wheat board, I do think they) would have
done much better if they had made special en-
deavours to improve the situation. W~ith regard
to the value of the wheat in the different pools,
we have heard it said by hen. members that, so far
as the wheat handling is concerned, the Govern-
meunt are finding the money and financing the
Scheme, and are going to make a loss on the oper-
ations on the wheat already stacked, and the wheat
that is coming in. I think it has been mentioned
that the weevils have eaten the wheat, and that it
will be unfit for export. I feel sure the Government
will find that after the whole of these pools are
cleared up, irrespective of America disallowing
any importations into their States, they will show
a substantial profit over and above that which has
been paid.

lion. P. Collier: That is only a guess.
Mr. BROUN: So far as the wveevil is concerned,

it is not so bad as hen, members would have us
believe. One mill operating, about the third
largest mill in the State, turned out last year 421bs.
of floer to the bushel of weevily wheat.

lRon. W. C. Angivin: Only two mills did that.
Hemo,. P. Collier: That wyas weevil and flour.
Mrt. BEGUN: With the machinery that these

mills have it is quite easy for them to extract 421bs.
of flour to the bushel of good wheat, but I was
somewhat surprised to hear of this extraction of
421bs. of flour from weevily wheat. It shows that
the weevils arm net doing so much harm to the
wheat as a whole.

Hon. WV. C. Angwiri : I suppose you know the
reason they did it.

Afr. ]3ROUN:; I do not know to what the hon.
memnber is referring. Some of tlhe flour has been
exported, and I know it is the best that can be
had in the State from this mill. I have myself
frequently looked at the wheat stored in the stacks
and at the wheat in the trucks in transit. I have
frequently got out of a train at a siding and ox-
amined a truck of wheat, and on nearly all occa-
sions I have found weevil, but it is by no means
bad. Most of the grain is in excellent condition.
There has been a considerable amount of wheat
sold outside that which wvas, sold to the British
Government. There has bere sold to South
Africa, Japan, and New Zealand 11,645,196
bushels, and four million bushels were sold at the
price averaging between 7s. and Os. a bushel. Some
of it has been sold at qs. 9d., some at 6s. 10d., and
some at 7s. With the wvheat that we have remain-
ing I have no hesitation in saying that we can make
sales outside the British Dominions for all the
flour that can be gristed, as soon as shipping no-
ocommodation is available, and that the balance of
our wvheat will be sold also at a reasonable figure.
A number of vessels will shortly be released,
of 10,000 tons. It will not take long to
ship the whole of our wheat by means of
these vessels. So far as the central wheat board
is concerned, I consider that they have not
done as wvell as they might in regard to the sales of
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flour. Only the other day the " Kangaroo " was
commandeered, The charter wvas secured by
Mr. Padhury. I congratulate Mr. Padbury oit
his business acumen in being able to secure the
charter and to make a handsome profit out of the
sale of flour. -He sold over 5,000 tons. The freight
paid was £76,125, or £13 per ton. He paid £7,000
odd in omnmission for bringing off the sale. lIe
sold the flour at £C38 per ton and made a, net profit
of over £20,000. 1 congratu late Air. Padhury
on this deal ; but I do noti congratulate the Aus-
tralian Wheat Board on their actions whent private
enterprise can come in and bring off a sale of this
character.

H-on. W. C. Angwini: Ane you sore that your
Statements arc correct ?

Mr. 13EOUN: I have been given to understand
that they are correct, and I have every reason to
believe that at least they are very close to the
truth0.

Mr. Maley : Ockerby was willing to pay £925 per
ton freight.

Air. BROUN: If a private firm can bring ofl
Such a sale, %%'1 ' are not the Australian Wheat
Board able to do the same ? It shows that they
are not making any special effort to get rid of our
wheat, I hope we shall come out on thle right
side of this wheat preposition, when all is fixed lip.
My main object in endeavooring to assist the WTes-
tralian Farmers . Limited, in scuring the handling
of the wheat is to keep them in touch with the
farmeors, so that after the Wheat Fool is abolished
and we are again on the world's markets, we shall
have the Westral ian Farmers, Limited, to handle our
-products for us at a minimumn cost, thus leaving
us ant enhanced profit. The cost of -production
of wheat is very munch greater to-day than it was
a few years ago, and unless we can obtain a certain
price to make wheat payable, it will be impossi ble
for farmers to continue growing wheat ; and, uin-
fortunately, many of our farmers are unable to grew
anty other produce. I have certain amendments to
ask for when. in Committee, and I regret very much
that thle Government, have not seen lit to carry out
the recommendation of the Royal Commission
in respect of handling time wheat into the dcp6ts.
That proposal might well have been included in the
agreement, and the Westralian Farmers, Limited,
allowed to handle the farmers' product front the
siding into the depdt. Whilst the Westrali an
Farmers, Limited, desire to handle that wheat into
the dep6t, they agree to the Government taking
complete control and having an agreement drawn up
binding the Westralian Farmers, Limited, to keep
the wheat in proper order and condition. Nothing
more can be desired. The WVIestralian Farmers,
limited, are perfectly willing to do that, and I very
much regret that the Government have not seen
fit to accept the recommendation of the Royal
Commission.

Hon. Wv. C. ANOGWIN (North-Easst rernantle)
[8-50). 1 rise with a certain amount of diffidence
to speak on this (question.

The Minister for Works:; Not with diffidence.
Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):

Speak with diffidence if you like, but not too
long.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: I shall please myself
about that. I notice that one of the HRonorary
Ministers in dealing with this qimstien has said-

When we remember the volume of evidence
the Royal Commission took and the considera-
tiont that had to be given to a great number of
vital points, we cannot blame theis for the delay.
The trouble was that the task wvas. too big for

them, and the time at their disposal was too
limited.

When we realise that the gentleman who made
that statement was able to swvallow the whole of
the Scheme in 24 "ours, I think I am justified in
my diffidencee about speaking on this question
to-night. The first alteration proposed in thoe Bill,
and which the leader of the Opposition says be is
not in accord wi th, is that an ex ecuti ve board be
appointed. Like the member for lie;verley (Mr.
Broun) I regret that the Government have itot
carried out the recommendation of the Royal
Commission in this respect. We ha~ve proposed
in the Bill an executive board it is true, hut after
all it is only an advisory board, just as it was
previously. There is not much difference. in the
first place it was thought advisable that in dealing
with a large q]uestionl asueh as this, involving millions
of money, an advisory board should be appointed
to advise the Minister in the administration of the
Wheat FPool. That advisory board was really
an executive board. The whole of the administra-
tion was carried out by the hoard, in conjunction
with the Minister, u'ho wvas the chairman of the
board. Thle decisions of thle board -were always
carried into effect. That lasted until thle charge
of Government wasmade. Than for a few months
another Minister took control. He ignored the
board. He was never present at the hoard meet-
ings, and nothing was discussed between him and
the hoard except by way of an occasional com-
munication. Thain there camne another change,
and the present Minister was appointed. His
knowledge of the position was such that he did
away with the board altogether, and for three
months there were no nweetmtgs of thu board. But
the Minister's knowledge was iret quite sufficient
to enable him to grasp the questions arising from
(lay to day. And then of course grievances came
in. floes the Mlinister think that an executive
board with full administrative powers-

Ron. Rt. if. Underwood IlHonorary Minister) :I
would allow no irresponlsible people to have a hand
in it,

Hon. W. C. ANG WIN : They are not irrespon-
sible.

Hots. Rt. H. Underwood (Honorary Minister):
They are, and they are selfishly affected as well.

Ron, W. C. ANGIX: floes the Minister think
that an execot~ve beard would appoint a manager,
and, before the appointment was actually made,
allow a bond of £20,000 to he returned to that
manages firm, although the firm had not cen-
ploted their contract?

lRon. It. H. Underwood (Hfonorary Minister):
It is a good jobo it was done.

Hon. W. C. AigOWI.N: The Royal Commission
,was of opinion that by appointing a board and
giving those who put their wvheat into the Pool
twq representatives en that board-because up to
date the farmae have an interest in the Fool ; I
am not speakinig for the future-we theought the
Government should appoint two representatives
and that the Minister should keep in close touch
with the board, while the Government should have
absolute control, not in regard to finances for ad-
ministration, but in regard to the guarantees given
to the farmer for the purchase of the wheat. I
do not know hoaw the Government can call the
proposed board an executive board, because the
board will have no power of administration, but
only power to advise. If the board is to be lie
some of the past boards, it will be net even an
advisory hoard but will be an advised board. It
is a step in the right direction that there should be
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continuity of management, and that those dealing
with the question should continue to carry through
and so take greater intteresit in their woerk than arty
Minister could do. For that reason the Royal
Commission felt that the appointment of anl execu-
tive board was justified. I hope that when the
Bill, gets into Committee we shall strike out the
words " dealing with the finances for adiministra-
tion " and retain the control of the Government
in'respect of guarantees.

The Attorney General: IHow can you separate
the one from the other ?

Hon, W. C. ANOWIN: The one is merely a
managing concern without any guarantee at all,'If the board administers its affairs badly, the
Government have power to remove any or all of
the members of that board.

TChe Attorney General: But they might lose
£50,000 while you are thinking about removing
them,

Hon. W. C. ANGWINq: If the farmer is to have
any increased payments under the Pool, that in-
crease must be brought ahout by checapness of
administration. Is it likely that the represen-
tatives of the farmers will go there for the
express purpose of administering extravagantly ?

The Attorney General: I do not think for a
moment that it would be done deliberately.

Ron, W. C. ANGWIIN:. They would take every
care that it was not done.

The Attorney General: I am sure of that.
H~on. IV. 0, ANOWIN : Next as to the erection of

storage sheds arid building, According to evidence
given hefore the Royal Commission by the depart-
mental officer concerned, the Government ex-
pended. last year in this direction ;E10l,000. But
according to the evidence given by the hon, 1-.
Stewart, MLCthe Minister has furnished him
with details of the expenditure showing it to total
£113,000. Whicht is right I cannot say. Mfr.
Stewart's evidence was given a few woaks later
than the departmental officer's, but it jumped the
amount by £12,000. Now, this Bill gives the
Government power to erect storage sheds mind
buildings. Previously, there was only implied
power. The question has arisen whether the
Governmentt had power to spend money en behalf
of the Wheat Pool, However, any action taken
in that direction is ratified by this Bill. " Build-
ings"I includes silos and grainl elbvators, I pro-
pose to ask the House to insert a prevision that
this clause shall not give thle Government or the
executive committee power to erect silos or ele-
vators. That is necessary because last year
alter Parliament had turned down the agreement
entered into with Metcalf & Co. the then advisory
board recommended thle Minister in spite of
Parliament's decision to proceed with the erectin
of silos. I complimnt the Minister on having
turned down that recommendation. We must
have ini this Bill a provision that Parliament shall
have the opportumity of reviewing the question
before such works are initiated in this State. I
hope that in Committee hion. members will assist
ma to insert such a provision.

The Attorney General: The Government would
never be a party to the construction of silos without
the consent of Parliament.

HTon. W. C. ANOWIN: But the committee
couuld go eil with the construction.

Thu Attoroey General; The financial power
rests utith thle G overil net.

Ron. W. 0j. ANOW1rN: But the Govern-
mient are pledged to the construction of silos;
they promisedi to go on with it.

floe. R. H1. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter) : So w-ore your Glovernment pledged to it.

flon. W. C. ANONTiN: The Honorary Mlin-
ister knows my views onl the subject. N ext as
to tire agreement with the Westrnlian Farmers,
Ltd. RX I %yere to move anl amnildmeont that
the Bill should be read a second time this day
six miouths, .I could, I think, claim the vote of
every member of the Farnirs and Settlers'
Association who has a seat in this Chamber;
that is if those members are true to a. prin-
ciple adopted at one of their conferences. Mr.
Pasil Murray, a member of tire executive in
1916, moved that a plank he added to the
platfornm of the party reading as toll ows-

The right of every citizen to convey and
dispose of his produce in the open market
tin any part of the Commonwealth withont
restriction by any combination or Govern-
ment, consistent with the extension and pro-
niuigation] of such legislation or regulation
as may be necessary for the prevention of
the spreading of diseases or posts.

M r. Murrary, who was then net manager of
the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., nor managing
director, believed thien in giving to every citi-
zen freedom of action in dealing with his
produce. Eindeavours were made at that time
to stop the WAheat Pool from coming into
existence, to prevent any person from being
compelled to go into the Pool. The conference
resolved that it was unnecessary to insert the
principle as a plank of the platform, and that
the motion be affirmned as9 a principle.

floe. P. Collier: They have reconstructed
a let since then.

The Attorney General; The war has taught
us many things.

Hon. P. Collier:- But this was in 1916, after
two years of war.

Hon. W. C. ANOWNIN: That is the principle
laid down by one of the largest conferences
over held in connection with the Farmers and
Settlers' Association. I ask hoe, members of
this Hos who are also menmbers of that asso-
elation, how can they consistently vote for a
measure of this kind? To-day -we fled the
very gentlemnn who mnoved that motion us-
leg all the political infln~nce be can being to
boar, in order to force the G-overnmnent into a
certain lineo of action. That is the very nil
who moved the principle affirming freedom of
trade. T ask hion. members, has the position
changeui much sice 1916? Mr. Murray hint-
self has changed considerably. Hle is now
mianagig director of tlhe very company who
desire a, monopoly of wheat handling in this
State. It has beeni said, and perhaps truth-
fully , that time Westralian Farmers are not a
political orgmnisatien. I suppose some hon.
members opposite will be surprised to learn
that various members on this side of tlhe
Chamber are shareholders in the WestrAlian
Partners, Ltd.

.Mr. Maley: We are not surprised to learn it.
We have known it for a long thme.

Lion. W. C, ANG-WIIJ: It must be recog-
nkisedl that tis question of the agreement with,
the Westralin Farmners is attended with some
ditficulty, in view of the tact that about 20
mmembers of Parliament are shareholders in
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that comtpany. We are told that theo Westra-
lian Farmers are not a political body, because
certain members of tihe Fnvirmers" and Settlers'
Association executive resigned fromt the execu-
tive upon accepting offic-e in conlnection with
thle Westralian Farmers.

Mr. IAiiicy: That is not so.
I.Ton. W, C. AINO WIN: Those gentlemen

sayv, IIWe are still members of the Farmers'
and Settlers' Association, but we resigned from
tile association 's executive imimuedintely we
wvere appointed to positions connected with
the Westralian Farmners, Ltd.'' Seeing that
this Bill provides that mrembiers of tire execu-
tive hoard to he appointed must not be nient-
hers of that executive, the Mfinister has
evidently resolved to adopt the samne principle.
Ruit what is the actual position? A gentle-
mn who wasw vice-president of the Farmers'
and Settlers' Association in 1916 at all events,
.and named Mr. Prowse-wlrich name we hlave
heard before-advocates that legislation be
passed making the wheat pool compulsory for
all time, 1. want lion. members to learn Mr.
Prowse 's reasons, which gave nre a snuck. l ie
holds such legislation to be required in order
to enable thle pool to be carried on after the
t-lose of tile war. The pool, he says, cannot
last except by a system of compulsion.

The Attorney General: Whiere does Nir.
Prnwse soy that?

lion. W. C. ANO WIN: Onl page 232 of the
'Royal Comnmission's interim report. After
making that statement, he was questioned on
the subjet-

Do you tnt think it would be better for
thre farmers, through co-operation, to tae
the whole of the responsibility ?-Yes, if
you would agree to that. We thought pos-
sibly tire Government would insist on cer-
tain conditions. They could put those con-
dlitions in, and then stay at honic.

You do not think it could be done without
an Act of Parliament 1-There are those who
wvould default or blackleg. There is nothiag
finer than that the wheat should be thrown
into a pool1, so as to ovoid exploiting.

I wish lion. members to listen to this ey-i-
dleuce.

You thrinke it is necessary to provide for
cnomprrlsien so as to prevent ainy person
blnckleggingl-Yes, in tis respect.

Ar-. Prowse, it is to be seen, has no faith in
the farmier. 'Mr. Prowse says he would legis-
late to prevent blacklegging by farmers.

I-on. P. Collier: And yet hie is one of the
executive officers of an essocintion that as-
s~isted men to go blacklegging in connection
with the wheat handling at Spencer's Brook.

The Attorney General: 'But Mr. Prowse did
not himself use that expression. Those words
were put into his month.

Hon. W. C. ANWIN:- 'He first used the
word "blacleg." Let me rend that partic-
iular question and answer again-

You do not think it could be done with-
out an Act of Parliament ?-There are
those who would default or blarcleg.

Thus the words have not been put into his
month. On the contrary, he put the word
"hlackleg'' into my mouth.

LAni

Hon. P. Collier: And Mr. Prows. organised
blacklegs at thle very time the wheat hand-
ling strike was ee.

lion. WV. C. ANGIWIN: Mr. Prowse says
that, in the absence of compulsion, a large
nunmber of farmers would revert to the pre-war
system of selling their wheat to agents-
would again sell it to the agents to whom
they sold it before the war. We are also told
that no pressure was brought on the Govern-
merit in rcspect to this. When we realise that
according to the Farniers and Settlers' Assoc-
iation or their officers, they control the Gov-
ernment, I think we have some reason to -feel
they arc doing so. Perhaps I zay read these
remarks by Mr. Prowse, for the benefit of lion.
mremnbers, He said-

It was evident that some people had not
had time to study the proceedings of thle
conference. The conditions bad altered and
they had altered with them. They had come
into existence in the interests of the farm-
ers and to-day had a voice in Parliament
(cheers). They were controlling the coun-
try and they had before theml certain defin-
ite requirements. They had their right.
and no Government could remain in exist-
ence without them.

That is the position we find the Government
are in to-day. The Government outlined a
policy in August in which they stated they
intended to call for tenders from the various
firms for the handling of the wheat. For some
reason they departed from that policy. The
reason, of course, is best known to themselves,
No doubt this is contained in Mr. Prowse's
speech. Tio Royal Commtission reconmnended,
after taking evidence, that the manager of
thle Wheat Scheme should be asked to tender
for carrying out the work. The member for
Beverley who dealt with this subject, pointed
out that if the Government handled the har-
vest it would be detrimental to the interests
of the Scheme. Unfortunately for the, hion'.
member, the Commission never recomended
the Government to handle it. The Commission
recommended the appointment of an executive
board, two of whom should be elected by the
wheat growers, two by the Minister and the
Minister to net uis chairman. The board would
have control if the Scheme officials' tender
was the lowest. I want to show how it could
hie tire lowest without cutting down one penny
or interfering !in any way whatever with those
who were handling the wheat. If members
will look ait the agreement they will find that
there is a farthing per bushel put down fur
the issuing of certificates. That in the past
has been done in the office in Perth. That is
all the extra work that the 23eere ollirciais
:would carry out in connection 'with the hand-
ling of tire wheat and the farthing pays well
fur doing the work.

Mr. NIaley: It requires a big staff.
Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Is the lion. member

aware that the Scheme does the checking of
these to-day, thoughk sometimes they are nine
or ten months behind with the work owing to
the agents' books not being in order? There
is one-eighth of a penny allowed in the agree-
ment for sampling and checking at depots.
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That work is done by the Scheme's officers.
At Spencer's Brook they baa 13 men em-
ployed doing that work and the Westralian
Farmers,-Ltd., who were paid for it, had one.
The Westralian Farmers, Ltd., were accept-
ing the Scheme's figures. I do not know
whether any claim can be made for that
£3,000, but we had evidence from the Solicitor
General, Mr. Sayer, who pointed out clearly
that if the Westralian Farmers, Ltd., were
paid for that work they should nt
have been paid for it because thle
agreement said distinctly that they had
to be paid for actual work dlone. In
this case the ae tnal work was not done,
Unfortunately tihe man whom they condemned
as working against thema entered into an ar-
rag-einent with thenm and allowed them to
have the various chock certificates sent to
thenm, which certificates, the girls typed in the
office, ant ieh also allowedl samples to he
handed over to them to relieve them of the
work. they had to carry out, It shows that
that man was not working in opposition to
themi. That one-eighthi of at penny would have
saved nearly £4,000. If the Scheme had done
it, there would have bean no increased expen-
dituire. This year it is anticipated that the
acquiring agents will handle over 10%/ mil-
lion bushels of wheat and that quantity of
wheat will mean, at about one-eighith of aL
penn~y per bushel, something like £5,500. The
Minister has camouflaged this, lie has tried
to flout members of Parliament iii regard to
it and has endeavoured as far as possi-
ble tu lead members to believe that some
alteration has been made. The Honorary
Minister is the n who has proof of tis
being granted. Thle Royal Commission has
been working since the 26th Tune, and dur-
ing that time they have held 78 meetings.
They have tried to hurry onl the preparation
of the report and the printing of the evi-
dence, but, unfortunately, it is not yet com-
pleted, though members may possibly have
both in their hands to-morrow. Mr. Sayer's
evidence is interesting on the point to which
I have just referred. He was asked-

You did not have the agreement for a
suifficiently long time to enable you to re-
commend or otherwise it being signedl-
It was brought down to mc shortly before
a t Cabinet mieeting and the old print with
the amendments attached was taken away
by Mr. Nll, and hep left in my hands a fair
copy. But before I had an opportunity of
perusing that copy it was sent for, so I
had no chance of eriticially examining it.

It was sent to the Solicitor General's oiffice
at 30.30 o'clock in the morning and removed
at 2.30, It was an impossibility for him to
give it that consideration which it deserved
in that time unless, of course, he dropped
everything else thnt hie was e ngaged o n.
There were inany things which appeared in
that agreement which, do not appear in the
agreement we have before us. Some words
appear to have been altered. I was dealing
with the cost of handling this year. Ran.
,icmbcrs will find in the agreenmeut that in-
stead of at farthing per bushel for issuing
certificates and one-eighth of a penny per

bushel for actual work in eceking and
sampling, this year, for issuling certificates,
weighing, checking, and sampling at depots,
three-eighiths of a penny is allowed. T~m'
Conmmission had every opportunity of ascer-
taining whether the work was ulone or not
last year and, through the wor-ding of the
agreemuent being so clear and ddfinite, it was
possible to point out to members of Parlia-
ment that they were paying £3,000-the
manager says £4,000-f', work which ;u'as
not performed. If the agreement was wordled
similarly last year the Royal Commission
would not have been able to tell the people
that £8,000 was paid for work which was not
done. One would have thought, realising
that the Government bad to d'o thIs work,
that they umust cheek the weight and must
sample it for thir own protection, that they
would merely provide an amtount whirl,
would cover the cost of one officer during the
tune the work wvas being donc. As I have
stated, the total will amount to £L5,500, anmd
the small sum of £500 will be the total value
of the work that will be done, That shouhi'
not be. There is another farbhmng a bushel
which the member for Bevericy; says there is.
no profit attached to.

Mr. Broun: Read it. You said it was
being paid for doing nothing.

Hon. W. C. ANG'WIN: Thia year it has
been camouflaged for the purpose of leading
inembers astray. The one farthing per
bushel commnission this year means the sunm
of £E10,500, which they shouldl never hav-e
had to pay if Mr. Keys had had an oppor-
tunity of doing the work hinigei~f.

Mr. Maley: What extraordinary rewards
they must have been getting in the Eastern
Sta tes.

Hon. W. C. ANUWVIN: This would mean
that we are going to pay the Westralinn
Farmers, Ltd., this year £15,000 more money
than-4-

Mr. Broun: You are fighting for tIhe
agents.

Hon. W. C. ANGWiN: If the Executive
Board, as recommended by ths Commission,
had carried out the work. This is the offi-
cials' evidence. We are making a present
this year of £15,500 in this instance aloue.

Mfr. Griffiths: Whaft were the agents get-
thng in the Eastern StatesT

Hon. W. C. ANGWTIN: T made a statement;
in the House previously and the maviagers of
the Westrallin Partners took ins to task in
the ' West Australian'' about it. The con-
sequence was that the Coloninj Secretary
stated in the Legislatire Couil that the
'Westralian Farmers, Ltd., had been the
means of saving the Governmnt last year
approximnately £20,000 on the handling cost,
not only in regard to the handling cost, but
also in comparison with the cost in the East-
ern States. I was at a loss First of ill to
find out hlow this applied. We asked tar a
statement for the purpose of imn:king a com-
parison. We thought it would 1)e nf interest
to boin. tuerbers to have this comaparison in
regard to the costs of handling wheat last
yeair uinder the monopoly system, and the
handling of tlhe wheat in the p,-evious years
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wNith the aid of foutr or five lgeniS. We
found, however, that it waS ddheniclt to naKa'
this comparison." Th e umanager oil the sehento
said it was impossible to gil-e R state-
ament comparing the presut systemt
with what had nppertinod pm eviously.
In 1916-17 the wheat .tgcats had
to carry a certain responsbity. EachI
wheat agent had to put up a bon~d of £:20o,000.
Under their agreement if wheat was de-
stroyed except by flood, mice and so on, the
agent had to make it good. Naturally when
hie carried that responsibility hie charged a
certain sunt for the purpose. Last
year not only the private agents- I
am speaking of agents apart fromn the
Westralian Farmers' Ltd.- but also time
Westralian Farmers, Ltd., were asked to
submit a price, the Government to
carry the responsibility. It is, therefore , ha-
possible to make a comparison, and to state
what thes responsibility would be. Instead of
saving last year a sum of £C30,000 it is quite
possible the Government would have sus-
tained a loss of some hundreds of thousands
of pounds. I think, therefore, the Government
were justified in adding that provision in the
face of what took place previously. It was
thought that the wheat would have been
shipped much earlier, and if that had been
the ease a check would have been made upon
the private agents in order to ascertain
what loss had- occurred, but as this was not
done, it was impossible to put the respon-
sibility upon the agents. They made a sav-
ing, but not through the handling by the
Westralian Farmers.

The Attorney General: You are paying for
the responsibility, but could not sheet it
home.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Thu year before
the Government were payinig the Westralian
Farmers the same as they were paying the
other agents. Last year, if the other agents
had handled the wheat, they would not bave
paid anything fur carrying the responsibility.
The saving of about £E27,000 was to be put
in by the agent for the purpose of taking
the responsibility of any damage to the
wheat. We were told that time would not
permit of the Government asking for a price
for handling this wheat, or even for the
Government or the Scheme carrying out 3;
work themselves this year. The Commission
in their interim report recommended that
the Scheme should stop sub-letting.

Mr. Maley: They have not the orgauisa-
tiomi necessary.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We believe that a
good deal of damage has been done by sub-
letting. We also believe that the men who
did the work have aiot been paid a snfficient
rate for so doing.

Hon. P. Collier: That is a. fact, too.
Hon. W. C. kNOWYN: We also believe

that fair play has not been given to the men
who did the work, and that the co-operative
societie, have become sweating machines in-
stead of co-operative organisations.

Hon. P. Collier: That is also true.

Hon. W. C. ANOWVIN: On the 24th Sep-
temnber the Commission put in. their report to
His Excellency the Governor. -On- the 23-rd
November there appeared in -the I' Wes4
Anstralian" the followigadvertisemnent-

Nokaning-Merredia District Farmers'
Co-operative Co. Ltd., 'Wheat Handling.
Tenders will be received immediately for
wheat handling at following siding:-
Nruwcarnie, estimated 25,000 bags; Nan-
geenan, estimated 15,000 bags; Merredin,
estimiated 5,000 bags; Nokaning, estimated
20,000 bags. For full particulars apply
Secretary, Nokaning. Neither the lowest
nor any tender necessarily accepted. A. G.
Scryingour, Secretary.

There was no time for the Government to
call for tenders for the work, but there was
plenty of time for tbe co-operative societies
to do so. These are societies which members
of the Country party were fostering to such
an extent. They are also bodies. which are
becoming sweaters of men. On the 10th
Septemb er I. find that there was another adl-
vertisement fromt the Bruce Bock Society.
This society also called tenders for tile h~and-
ling of wheat. The price which was paid
for the wheAt is as low as it could possibly
be handled for. I agree with the Minister in
the increase hie hias givena ia the price from

Ad. to %/d. from the wagon into the truck.
Whilst the V/-d. paid last year did not pay
the men who were handliag the wheat, they
have not even had the I/zd.

lion. r?. Collier: The others have been
inali ing a profit out of himn.

Mr, Thomson: One half-penny was the pre-
vinus charge.

Mir. Broun: Snb-agents are not comapelled
to handle the wheat.

}Ion. 'W. C. ANGWIN: It is stated if any
of these co-operative societies lost money in
the handling of the wheat it was made up to
them. It was made nlp to them with this
increased charge, when they held a pistol at
the head of the Government, just as the
millers did when they made their agreement,
and had the amount increased to '/!d. for
roofing wheat ia the stacks.

The Attorney General: They got an in-
creased price of Vad.

Hen. W. 0. ANGWIN: The Secretary of
the Nyabing Society, Mr. Coote, in the course
of his evidence before the Commission, re-
ported that they had losses there. This will
be found on page 288 of the report of the
evidence. The evidence in question is as
follows--

So far as th9 actual handling of wheat
goes, we have made a loss. We have paid
in lumpers' wages for the actual lumping
of wheat and plant £442 is. lid., and iu-
cloiding the traveling expenses of the secre-
tary and other expenses, thle total comes
to £453 11s. We pay our secretary £5 a
week in addition to this, and we have only
received for the actual handling of the
wheat £416 5s, 4d.

He said he got nothing extra for handlinz the
wheat. He was appealing to time Commission
to reCoummnemid that a higher rate shoeld be
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paid for handling the wheat at small sidings.
I have hero a letter written by a well known
gentieman niamed W. B. Christie, which is
dated 12th November. If the Westralian
Farmers were paying extra money for this,
and seeing that the wheat was :finished with
last May, one would have thought that they
would have made extra payments before No.
vember 12th of this year. The letter is
headed "The Vampire and the Ghoul," and
is as follows:-

Sir, I had not intended to write you any
more on the nmotbod of local co-operation
in handling the wheat of last year-and
also of this-but only this week I have
come across the agreement between the
Wheat Marketing Scheme and the Farm-
ers' Co-operative Company which opens up
a field which demands public investigation,
in the interests alike of the workers, the
farmers, and the co-operative societies
themselvcs, In sub-letting their contract
last season the Chairman and Managing
Director of the local company (Messrs.
]Bagot and Hedges) clearly stated that they
were only receiving 1/2d. per bushel-1%ld.
per bag-and that they could not pay inure
than id, per bag for delivery from farm-
ers' wagons into truck.

They were getting 23/d. hut could not pay
more than 14.

Nfr. Broun: They were not compelled to do
the work.

Ron. P. Collier: That is no excuse.
Mr. Munsie: They were sweating the men.
Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: This is an instance

in which the quantity was under 3,000 bags
and they were not only paid 1 W-d. per bag but
%d. per bushel.

Mr. Broun: This is a biassed statement.
There may be other things leading up to it
which will quite alter the conditions.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: -This is one of the
men who did the work. The letter continues-

While for stacking and trucking from
stack they were receiving Id. per bushel
(3d. per bag) and that they could not Pay
more than 2d. per bag for the work of
stacking and loading. In reply to my ques-
tion 'What became of the extra %d. and
Jd.per bag respectively," they told me that
it was to cover cost of scales, provision of
dunnage, and clerical work in connection
with the wheat. NOW this was a false and
absolutely misleading statement of the posi-
tion, for in addition to these payments they
were receivinig, "For work of roolfing,
screening, and protecting and earetaking of
such stacks 11/d. per bushel.''

My reason for reading all this is that Inst
yearr -when on the Estimates, I stated that the
agents were -receiving one farthing per
bushel for roofing and caretaking. That
statement -was denied. As a matter of fact,
the Government were paying to the Westralian
Fariners, Ltd., for that work one halfpenny
per bushel. Yet here is an agent saying that
hie lijs received only one farthing per bushel.
The statement continues-

This wouldt include the dunnage. Then
"for issuing certificates, checking samples

*and verifying depot "tally notes, three
eighths of a penny per bushel. " This wonk
cover all clerical work. Ia further additior
to all these there was a commission of oa(
farthing per bushel, while on a ten millior
bushel crop for the whole State rook
amount to £10,416, which represents tin
whole profit it was intended should be wads
out of the scheme, . . , Now the local Nun
garin Co-oper~ative Company, not conteni
with the .12 per cent, profit provided b3
the Scheme-which they would share witi
the Parmers' Co-operative of Perth-e-ublel
the contract there at 1d. per bag leadec
direct into the railway trucks and 2d. pei
bag stacked and subsequently loaded foi
consignment at the order of the Minister
For this work they were receiving respec.
tively 1 /d. and 3d. per bag, and were thut;
making an additional 90 per cent, out ol
the personal labour of the unfortunate sub
contractor, into whose neck this vampir(
directorate fixed their fangs under the
leadership of their chairman and managing
director to suck the life's blood from the
unfortunate man, while, by not paying hitm
promptly and regularly, they compelled him
to finance them in carrying out their eon
tract. In my own ease I find that the mtis-
representations of Messrs. Bagot and
Hodges were even worse than aI
Nungarin. In the first clause of the
agreement there is a, provision thai
for sidings where the deliveries dc
not exceed 3,000 bags the reinuneratioir
shall be increased to three farthings pet
bushel-or 2-Xid. per bag-a provision ol
which I knew nothing till I received the texi
of the conditions recently. Ia inducing mec
by these misrepresentations to take delivery
of the wheat at Elabbia for one penny pet
bag they were deliberately making a profi
out of my labour of no lees than 125 pei
cent. I am 73 years of age, and they knew
I only consented to undertake the work to
oblige them and help the company in its
initial year; but consideration for eithet
age or infirmity cannot be expected f rom
men who deliberately misrepresent or sup
press the truth-verily the vampires ol
Nungas-in had become the ghouls of Elab
bin. After having had my account foi
three mronths without any question being
raised, when I suggested that a settlemeni
would he acceptable they attempted to cal
down the agreed price to one half-on
whichl they would have made a profit of nc
less than 350 per cent.

H4e put in a solicitor's letter, and they fell
over each other in their hurry to have the
agreed upon price paid. There is no doubt
the Westralian Farmers Ltd. or their sub
agents nre not acting fairly by those t(
whom they sub-let the work. This is whorl
the Government come in. If tme wheat is
handled too cheaply it is handled in suchE
way that the bags are torn and the wheat ii
wssted. I aum almost confident that On thi:
yenir's harvest the government are going t(
make a considerable loss. I regret that il
should be so. It is No the Government's ini
terest to see that the wheat is handled pro
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- party and economically, and that the men Who
handle it are paid a fair price for their work.
I regret that the Government 'have not
adopted the recommendations of the. Royal
Commission and prevented the Rub-letting of
this work the third time. We had evidence
before the Commission that the Westralian.
Farmers Ltd. were paid 12s. 6 'd. per 100 bags
loaded, plus tea per cent, commission for
supervision. They immediately passed on the
work to the co-operative societies at 12s. Od.
per 100 bags, while - the ten per cent. weat
into the coffers of the Westralian Farmers
Ltd. Then the co-operative societies sublet
the work for 10s. 6d. per 100 bags.

Mr. Maley: That would be at a siding
where there was one load coming in per day.

Ron. W, C. ANG WIN: Nothing of the
sort. It was for removing stacks to the
trucks. Under that system bags are torn and
the wheat wasted, and the Government have
to stand the loss.

Mr. Maley-, The Jumpers tear the bags
with their hooks.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Jumpers had
but very little of the handling of the wheat.
The system is entirely wrong. Hon. members
will agree that the man doing, the work
should get fair treatment. From what I have
gathered, the men actually doing the work are
.not getting fair treatment. The money is
eaten up in directors' and secretaries' sala-
ries. Yet we are continuing this system for
another twelve months. If the Scheme had
done this work it would have saved £20,000,
and would have seen that the work was pro-
perly done. The advisory board has paid the
Commission. a compliment, for everything re-
commended by the Commission in their in-
terim report has been approved by the ad-
visory board, with one exception, namely, the
recommendation that the board should be an
executive one. U~poa this, apparently, the ad-
visory board do not care to express an opin-
ion. T7 think the Government have made a
serious blunder in the erection of sheds this
year. It is a worse blunder even than giving
the Westralian Farmers Ltd. the monopoly of
the handling. The Commission made close in-
quiries from experienced men, rvho recom-
mended that the wheat should be stacked as
near as possible to the place where it was
grown. This, of course, saves handling and
railage. The Commission recommended that
at a siding where bags of wheat up to 20,000
were received, a shed should be erected. I
regret that the Government did not carry out
that recommendation. It Would mesal a big
saving to the farmer, if not to the Govern-
ment.

The Minister for Works: Would not you
require a caretaker at each siding?

lIon. W. C. ANOWIN: That could be
easily arranged. The sheds buailt at the depom
have only their breakdown value. They are
too large for any other purpose than the
storage of wheat. But if the smaller shedm
had been built at sidings they could be used
afterwards for stacking chaff and other pro.
duce. Mr. Piee, of Katanning, said thai
before the wnr hie was endeavouring to Mai(
arrangements with the Railway Department t(
erect smaller sheds at sidings. This is how ii

would affect the Scheme: the war being over
we hope to have plenty of shipping in the
future, and so our wheat will not be stored
for such lengthy periods. Wben the Commis-
sion wrote their report there were no pros-
pects of the war ceasing. Thousands of
pounds worth of wheat has been destroyed by
the weather. If the sheds were erected at
sidings the wheat could be taken off the
wagon and put into stack under cover, where
it could remain until the ships or the mills
were ready for it. It would have only the
one handling. But to-day it is carted to the
siding, it is stacked, a special roof is put
over it, it has to be handled again to the
truck, it is taken to the depot, where it is put
into the shed, and afterwards taken from the
depot and sent to the port or to the mill. It
means an additional railage of 2s. 6d. per
ton, so on next year 's harvest this alone will
represent some £36,000. That is what it
means.

The Minister for Works: How do you make
the 2s. 6d. extra haulage?

Hon. W. C. ANU\'WIN: The arrangement is
et forth in the evidence of Mr. Keys.

Mr. Thomson: The arrangement was made
by the member for Northam (Lion. J. Mit-
Choul).

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: No. The arrange-
ment maide was that the whedat could be taken
from the sidings, say from Kellerberrin, and
Put into a dep~t. There was no arrangement
relative to mills, so far as I know. Thea, if
the wheat was to be shipped, it was taken
from the dep~t and sent to the port. 'The
throngh rate from Kellerberrin to the port
had to be paid, plus 2s. 6d. On next year's
harvest that would mean a charge of about
£36,000, which amount would represent about
half the cost of the sheds.

The Minister for Works: But that Ns. 6d.
includes Od. shunting charge at the port.

Hfon. W. C. ANGWTN: Let hon. members
think of the extra handling which would be
saved. For the life of me I do not know why
the advisory board turned down the proposal
to construct sheds at sidings. There they
would be of value to the Railway Department
and to the State. Where they are, they are no
good, but to-day have only a break-up valne.
The proposal was turned down by the advisory
hoard when there wag ample time for the ere-
tion of the sheds. However, when the Royal
Commission's report came out, the board
approved of our renommendation in this re-
spect. Indeed, they have approved of all our
recommendations except thle one referring to
the advisory committee, on which they said
they would express no opinion. There is no
need now to keep this a secret, that the Com-
Mission, realising that time was limited, had
somne weeks prior to submitting their report
made a recommnendation to the Government
regarding those sheds, because we knew they
bad to be built. The advisory board turned
down our recommendation, But after our
report went in, some five or six weeks later,
they approved of our recomnmendation. How-
ever, it was then too late. That will mean a
big loss to the farmer, who will have to pay
the extra money. T regret very mnuch that the
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IlOmwisioh ' reeommnendation was, not carried
into effect. . Another clause in this agreement
which did not appear inl last year's agree-
jnent-nd it is one as to which members
might marvel why it is ineluded in thle Bill-
is that one somewhat after the style of the pro-
vision keferred to by the leader of tile Oppo-
sition, warning people when poisoning rabbits
not to poison hoes sad ducks. I refer to Clause
20, ''Fiducitry obligation,,'

The agenlt Lshall in all matters ini conntec-
tion with'the Government schemne for iimai-
keting thle 1918-10 wheat 'have due regard
to its obligations to its principal as agent
under this agreement, anl will not doe ally-
thing prejudicial thereto or subversive of
the confidential aud fiduciary relations be-
tween itself and the MI~inister or his officers.

In other words a clause is inserted telling
the agent lie has to do his work properly-
P~revious clauses provide that Ike shall do his
work in a certain way, and that if he does not
he shall be fined. To one who has investigated
thle working of the Wheat Scheme for five or
six months, this clause is not a surprise, It
repiresents a warning to the company that they
must carry out instructions given them. In
the past the Westralian Farmers did not want
sup)ervision, and their sub-agents did not want
supervision. Thle Wepstraliast Paners said,
''What necessity is there for the Government
agents to coFLLC roundl telling us what to do?
You are duplicating the expense. We have sent
out our own inspectors. for thle purposes of
this wvork. Could not they do it all? Th ,e
Wheat Pool has to pay for thle tovernillent
inspectors and also for thle inspectors of the
Westralian. Farmers, Ltd. Abolish the Cow-
erment inspector.'' I asked, what necessity
is there for the Westralianl Farmers' ins.pector?4
Could not he be done away with? They said
no, they wanted him, but that they saw no
necessity for thle Government inspector. 1,
tompliment Mr. Baxter on having stood up
against the people who hare heen] trying to
impose increased charges iii connection with
this Bill. Whenl lie Etood upl against thorn,
it was for the benefit of the State. Mr, Baxter
is a utan who has been condeumned wrongly
for protecting the interests of the State. I
do not know who the culprit is, but I honestly
believe it is somne other Cabinet Mfinister who
is not looking after the interests of the State
in the sanie way as TMr. Baxter is doing.

The Minister for Works: 'Ro0w have you
forned that opliion

Rion. W. C. ANGWIN It might be the bon.
member interjectinlg, judging from the way he
east his vote the other day. I do not know.

The Minister for Works: That is not a
nice insinuation.

Mr. O'Loghlen: It pointsf in one direction.
R~on. W. C. ANOWIN: From papers and

files I have had the opportunity of perus-
ing I i satisfied that Mr. Baxter has
been up against a stone wall during the
past 12 months.

The Minister for Works:- Do not the papers
show who the stone wall is?

Hion. W. C. ANGWIN: This is the stone
wall. The Westralian Farmers have been do0-

i'ng their very utmlost .to get behind their
-igreemtent. - or miovths and months the WVes-
tralian Farmers would not sign the agreement;

-before they would sign it, the Government
had to $top paymuent inl respect of thle hand-
ling of wheut, Thle- position lins been that
the Westralian Ifarniers have continually gone
from the JHenorary Minister to thle Premier
for- tlm ItlrlpOc of underi-iniing thle H onorary
1\ii,,listet-. W hat the! WestraMlianl En rulerPs co14i
nlot get fromt the I-tooornry Minioster, they
ive,,t to another Iiui~ter for, They w'rote
letter after letter ctorleinuing from oery ka.
pet thle Minister iii charge. of the snhienlie,
s4imply livecalse they cold not get what they
wvanted.

.,., Collier: They should! never Wave
been allowed to go lmevoid the 1-tonorary Mink-
ister.

lion. WV. C. A\No WiN: 1. ami of oplkiHolt
there is somte other Tnember of thle Cabinet
who is muore susceptible to time political inl-
fiuienee (of thle Westralian Fartners than is the
HoInorary Minister, Mr. B1axter. Thle position
is thmt -Mr, luxter hais been condenecd right
:1i1id left for protecting thle interests of time
State.

Ron, P1. O ollIier: lRe was tiled att a eon fer-
ecue and1 found guilt ', anid their he threcw
liiself onl thje mere"v of thle vourt.

lion. W. . ANO WI N: Ther-6 would not
higite been half the trouble last year if time
Ji,1u norarvY Minister had had his own] way in
tile miatten, because. lie ;i'ss working iii the
right direction, to protect thle interests 41t
the State against those who were trying to
get from thle State something to which they-
were not entitled].

Bon. P. Collier: That is where the political
influence and lundue pressure that I have
spoken of comae in, kider thle lap.

Kr. O'Logln: Tt is not Works, though.
Hon, W. C. ANQ\YWTN: Next in regard to

thle doe kages. I have here a copy of a paper
which 1! regularly read-the "'Primary Pro-
ducer.' I1 am only going to deal with sucll
matter a.s this isue contains affecting this
Bill. There are sonie astounding statements
madle in time p~aper; sonme of them true, and
sorne of them not. The paper states £60,0A't
has been saved to thle wheat growers by the
d1irect and untiring efforts of their executive
during the past 12 months. The paper adds,
''This is one of the reasons why the farmiers,
should join the Farmers' and Settlers' Asso-
elation." 1 Then the dockage of wheat is re-
ferred to. That matter comes under this
Wheat Marketing Bill; and I hope the Govern-
meat will adhere to the system that has been
inl vogue for many years in Western Austra-
lia, and which has given satisfaction so far.
The position is this: The f.tq. sample is
fixed,' after samples have beea taken front all
parts of the State, by representatives of thle
Chamber of Commerce and I believe a Gov-
ernmient officer. Thus the faq. sample is
fixed. Last year the standard was 6011 lbs.
There was an outcry. The Minister was con-
dened inside Parliament and outside Parlia-
meat on the subject of dockage. When the

6%b.had been fixed, there was a reduction
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of id, dockage at 59) lbs. This was in vogue,
for some years. Rowever, pressure was
brought to hear on the Minister to reduce
dockage to 58 lbs. On that basis, wh~at
weighing 58 lbs. was reduced Id. per bushel,
instead of wheat weighing 59 lbs. It looks
small, but according to the ''Primary Pro-
ducer" it means £60,000 obtained by the exe-
cutive of the Farmners' and Settlers' Associa-
tion for the farmers. The position is that
when our wheat is sold in the markets of the
world it is sold on the f.n.q. quality fixted by
the Chamber of Conimierce, and] if the Minister
alters it again, hew is it possible for the f.a.q.
standard to be maintained? We visited the
Westralian Farmers' office and while there we
saw certain large bins in which there wero
various samples of wheat whjech had been
taken from the various depots. We were in-
formed that this wheat was kept there in case
of dispute in the futuire. At our request one
of the bins was opened and a testing inachine
was brought up end the wheat was weighed.
The £a&.q. standard had been fixed by the
Chamber of Commerce at 601/ lbs. The first
sample that camne out weighed .56 lbs. to the
bushel. We thought that was wrong so they
dipped further down the bin and tried another
sample. That weighed 57 lbs. Then they got
a third sample and it weighed 58 lbs. That
wheat was supposed to be a fair average sam-
pie and it was there to prevent disputes in
the future. Therefore, I consider that inter-
fering with dockage is going to be detrimental
In the future.

The Attorney General: Hlow long had the
wheat been therel

Mon. W. 0. ANG WIN: It was only last
season's wheat.

Mr. Maley. It munst have been there a cou-
ple of years.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: No- it was last sea-
son's wheat. There is a danger in interfering
with the f.aq. samiple%. When the dockage
comes down the Government will lose in the
sale. Therefore the Minister had no right to
agree, when pressure was brought to bear on
him, to reduce the dockage. I might state
for the information of the member for Green-
ough that when we were at Geraldton we took
samples of last year's wheat out of the Ger-
aldton stack. That was snpposed to be 60 4
lbs., but it weighed only 46 lbs.

Thu Attorney Genera]:' It nmnst have been
discarded wheat.

Hfon. W. C. ANOWIN: No, it was f.a.q.
wheat and paid for as such. I would
draw attention to the fact tOat this year's
wheat, when it is harvested, andt the wheat
which we have in stack, will only amount to
something like 19 or 20 million hbishels, -about
two million bushels more than the harvest of
1915. The total amount of waeiat in stack
on thec 25th November, 19S16 17 wheat was
2,867,787 bushels. 'In 19.17-iS wneat was
(1,832,227 bushels and of floor- there were
32,473 short tons. So pur whole stock of
wheat next year will only be a smiall amount
over one good year's harvest. 't"hat will en-
tirley wipe out the necessity for building
silos in which to store the wheat in this

State. We do not want to go to that ex-
pense, especially now when wve have to pay
such an increased price for material. A
few words in reply to the member for Bey-
erley with regard to the price of wheat. The
wheat we have sold up to date lies barely
averaged 4s. 9d. per bushel. Our next year's
wheat, according to the statement made by
Mr. Keys, and also by Mr. Baxter, to the
Farmners and Settlers' Association will have
to realise s. 2d. a bushel to make it pay the
State. Seeing that we have sold it in the
past at 4 s. 9d. I am very much afraid the
Llext harvest will show, a considerable loss
to the State.

Mr. Draper: Do you 'know what it actually
realised?

Hon. XV. 11. ANGWIN: The hon., member
will find it in one of the appendlices of the
report. The amount is, roughly, 4s, 9d.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. Thomson: How did you arrive at the
5s, 2d.1

Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN: I will tell the lion.
memrber directly.

iton. 5. Mitchell: You are mistaken.
Ron. W, C. ANOWIN: I am not an expert

myself; I am only giving figures which have
been tendered by experts. On August 29th
last time acting Prime Minister advised tile

tate that the board might be disposed to
consider an offer of 4s. 6d. for wheat. That
shows clearly that be anticipated it was not
going to realise anything like 5s. 2(1. We
might ask ourselves whether there is any
reason why the wheat is not likely to reach
that price. We saw the other day that so
far as the 'United States are concerned, they
intend to prevent any further wheat being
imported there. They also pointed out that
they would probably have 400 million bush-
els for export. In England and Wales this
year they have 2,66.5,000 acres under wheat,
which is 752,000 acres wore than in 1916.
These figures were given by Sir Eric Geddes,
and I have taken them from 'the "Times"
weekly edition. It was expected that the
harvest would he such as would provide for
four-fifths of England's -requirements.

Mr. Maley: Those are inspired statements.
l1on. W. C. ANGWjIN: Nothing of the

kind. They are from the ''Times" weekly
edition of the 21st May last. The position,
therefore, so far as the U-nited Kingdom is
concerned, is that they are able to supply
tour-fifths of their own requ1irements an d
they will not require our wheat.

Hon. J. Mitchell: They want 200 million
bushels.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: According to the
acting Prime Minister England does not
want any wheat. Of course, if the member
for Northam knows; better than the acting
Priie Minister VIe mnay accept his word. I2
haftve come across the figures showing how
the 5s. 2d. is made up. They are ais fol-
lnws:-C-narantee, less ruil freight 4s9. 4d.;
cost of deposit after allowing one-third of
the cost of material as break-cdown val ue,
2s.., extra rail freignt of 2s. 6d. per ton in-
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eurred by sending wheat from siding to
depot and front depot to port as against rail-
lag direct to port, 8; sub-agents' commis-
sion averaged on tbe prices paid this yeur,
nianmely, %d. for direct trucking and Id. for
trucking via stack, say, %/d., .875; agents'
commission based on the amount paid for
handling the 1917-18 crop, %d., .625; stack-
ing at depots on the basis of the cost of
1917/18 crop, Id. per bag, say, .333; super-
vision, sampling, tallying, repairing burst
bags, hianging curtains, cleaniiig tip, etc.,
based ot' amount paid in 1917/18, %d. per-
bag, say, .166; outwards fromn depots samew as
total inwards, .5; bags and rebagging 3:i ;er
cent. of the crop at Isi. per bag, .J25; caure-
taking, etc., at depots for 2 years, say, .5,
administration .25; interest, 5 per cent.
on 3s. (1st advance) for 12 nchths
wrould be 2.8, say, 1.75; shipping, tally-
ing, rebagging, etc., .125; slinging, bar-
boor trust or railway charges, say, 1d. pe
bag, .333; provisional costs, such as extra
zonal railage, weevil, inice plague, fire, wea-
ther damage, etc., 1.868, or a total of 5s. 2d.
I want to say a few wvords now about grist-
ing. Gristing last year was not in the best
interests of the Scheme. Thle price paid
was too high, but T do not agree with the
member for Beverley when he said that a
Ihigh charge was paid for gristing because
the manager who had charge of it did not
know anything at all about. it. That state.
mont shows that the memnber for Bevericy
knows nothing about it. The facts were
these: Mr. Sibbald, the late manager of the
Scee, endeavoured to arrange for dfie
gristing charges. He stated that U~s. a ton
wats a fair price to pay and no mnore should
bo paid.

Mr. Broun: He was responsible for the
agreemient.

Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: There is a doubt
about that. Mr. Sibbaid dlid not make the
agreement, and as far as I know front the evi-
dence and the files it was '/!d. more per bushel
paid for grist ' ng than Mr, Sibbald ever ap-
proved of. It is unwise to blame a man until we
know the exact position. T took a copy of this
minute, beca use I know he has been unfairly
blamed. When f have read this to the hon,
mermber I think hie wrill see that neither Mr.
Silbald nor the Minister wore to blamec for
the gristing. The mninute is as follows, and is
addressed to'the Hon. C. P. Baxter:-

I regret to report that the compromise
which was, I thought, practically agreed
upon yesterday with millers, has fallen
through. Subject to Minister's confirmation
I offered: 1, sixpence hialf-peniny per bushel
for gristing weevily wheat; 2, seven and
sixpence per flour ten allowance for bags;
.3, a special allowance for extra cost of calico
bags with flour to Java, Singapore, amid other
non-Imperial orders; 4, two and a half per
cent, soiling commission on Java, Singapore
and other non-Imperial orders; 5, and on the
offal of grristed weevily (covering del ore-
daore).- This morning, however, millers have
informed me that they adhere to the offer
they made on the 16th inst., and -will not
entertain any compromise. As I cannot re-

comnnend the adoption of that offer, it will
be necessary to proceed immediately with the
formation of thle Price Fixing Committee,
which is at present short of a representative
of the Scheme with regard to whom I em not
in a position to make any suggestion.

That is the last miute written by Mr. Sibbsald
on the question of gristiag. The Minister
could not help hiniseif. He was placed in a
position that lie hadl to iccept or reject it,
or else take the mnills, which he had no power
to do. The wheat was being eaten by weoevil,
anid the millers said their price was so and so,
and he had to accept it or reject it. Some-
where about four million bushels of wheat has
been gristed. The war is now over, and ship-
inig is more available than it was.

Mr. Broun: It makes no difference to them.
Hon. W, C. ANG WIN: It makes a differ-

ence so far as the gristing charges are con-
cerned. Neither the ma.on Mr. Baxter who has
been condemned, nor Mr. Keys, nor Mr. Sib-
bold], both of whom have, been condemned, are
to blame. They could not help themselves, be-
cause the millers took an unfair advantage of
the situotion. I am surprised that the Hon-
orary Minister, when lie was in conference with
memibers of the ]Parmners and Settle rs' Associa-
tion, did not tell thenm the truth of the posi-
tion. I may he violating a confidence in order
to show niembers the position, but when at
man's repuntation is at stake it is often neces-
anry to do these things. The Minister has
beeii wrongly condemned. I will not mention
ony names, hut this is an extract from a conSl-
tiential memiorandumi f romt a well-known
mkiller. lt is as follows:-

I do not consider illers should expect to
make a big grinding margin in these times.
In fact, the accustomed grimidiag margin
would be acceptable to us. Mr. Baxter said
lie had been forced into the agreement by
the millers, who should have known how the
Scheme would work out. Ockerby and the
others know full well that under pre-war
conditions it was niever possible to get 7d.
plus 2y_ per cent., plus 7s. 6d. per ton, and
in common fairness I think it unfair to
attempt to sweat the Pool. for it now.
Mr. Teesdale:, That is creditahle to hin

anyhow; you ought to give his name,
Hon. W. C. AXO\TWIN: I hope I have made

it clear that the Minister was placed in a posi-
tionk when he could not help himself. Mem-
bers of the farning community have con-
demned him wrongly so far as the gristing is
concerned. A pistol was levelled at his head
in the same manner as a pistol is levelled at
the head of the Government by the Farmers
and Settlers' Association.

The Attorney Genera]: Not at all. Your
first statement was a very nice one, but not
the second.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Then T withdraw
the second statement. I am afraid the Gov-
ernment will find the present draft agreement
which has been. entered into with the millers-
I understand that some of the millers have
refused to sign it-is going to cause a great
desl of litigation. This is the opinion of the
Royal Commission.
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The Attorney General! I have not seen the
report yet.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:- We hold this opinion
because of the fact that there is a considerable
amount of wheat that is still weevily. The
Commission are of opinion that the rate should
have been fixed on a bushel basis, on the same
system as last year, though not at the same
price. If that had been done there could have
been no complaint. The millers in this agree-
inent have got to turn out 42 lbs. of flour for
each bushel of wheat of fair average quality.
They have to turn out as much flour as they
possibly can from the inferior or weevily
wheat, but cannot reject wheat which is
weevily. Every stack of wheat in this State
has weevil in it, although some of the wheat
is not very had. In several depots that we
visited we found that there was weevil in the
new stacks. The difficulty will be in regard to
settling the quality of the wheat. Who is
going to settle that? Litigation is, therefore,
bound to follow. There has been nothing but
trouble with the millers from the start., So
far as the gristing is concerned, this must cad
in litigation. We think it is a mistake that
the gristing should be done on the basis pro-
posed. If it had been provided that the millers
were to be paid so much a bushel for gristing,
the matter would have been quite clear. We
have been paying here about 1 A)(d. per bushel
more for gristing weevily wheat than is the
case in South Australia. Last year the millers
agreed to buy the wheat from the Scheme and
grist a certain quantity of it up to the 31st
December. This wheat was for the Imperial
order, and the millers entered into an ai.gree--
merit on the 3rd November, 1917, to grist on
the bushel barns, and some 25,000 tons of flour
had to be gristed under their former con-
tract. Although they were paid an ex-
orbitant rate for gristing, commission, local
sales, bags, etc., they also demanded-
and this unfortunately is in the agree-
ment-alA2 per cent, on the 25,000 tons
of flour which was necessary to complete
their contract for the previous year. The
action of the millers last year shows clearly
that the farmers of the State were exploited
by them. They, have had thousands of pounds
to which they are net entitled. I regret very
much that the Ministry of the day did not
place the whole position before Parliament,
which was then in session, for I am confident
that when members realised the action that
was being taken by the millers, they would
have taken the mills from thema and paid ren-
tal for them rather than allow the millers to
impose upon the Government as they did in
November, 1916. A pistol was held at the
head of the Minister. Hle was told that their
price was so and so. They would make no
compromise, end in effect the farmers of the
State must have been robbed to the extent of
£88,000, mentioned by the Minister for In-
dustries, in the manner I have indicated. It
is a scandal that we should have men in our
midst under present conditions, in face of the
effects of the war, and in face of the fact
that farmers have had to pay increased prices
in order to put their land under crop, end in
face of the difficulty the Government have had

to find money to finance the Scheme, who
should under war conditions charge the ex-
orbitant prices they did last year, and Com-
pel the Goverunment to pay thenm. It is a scan-
dal and a disgrace on the part of the millers.
I regret indeed that the Government did not
take some action to remedy the position.
There are ninny things in the B3ill to which I
could refer. I hope some nmendments will be
.made to it in Committee, and that some of the
ngreemient clauses especially will be altered,
I will try to make those alterations which I
think will be in the best interests of the
Scheme,

Mr. MALJEY (Greenough) [9.43]; I want
first of all to sny that, although perhaps I was
not in favour of the method by which the
Royal Commission was appointed, nor was I
altogether well disposed at the beginning to-
wards the personnel of the Comm ission-not
in regard to individual mnembers of it, but in
regard to the fact that with the exception of
the member for Avon (Mr. Harrison) there
was not a single representative of the farmers
onl it-now after their laborious efforts during
the last six pionths. and the great ampount of
work they have done and the thorough research
they have made into the matter, they are to
ne commended in every way by thle House for
the nssiduous manner in which they have
attended to their duties in an honorary capac-
i ty. 1am prepared to say this, that the
growers of wheat or the owners of wheat in the
Pool, if the Government will carry out the
recommnendations of the Eoyal Commission,
would be willing to pay the commission an

-honorarium -for the valuable Eyctvices they have
rendered. -_

The Attorney General: Why not pay them
in any event?

Mr. MALEY.- I notice that no speaker pre-
ceding ine, even the Minister, although perhaps
he was withholding his praise until the final
report of the Royal Commission was in his
hands, uttered a word of commendation for
the work done by the commission. No word
of commendation was uttered by any previous
speaker in regard to the work of the commis-
sion.

The Attorney General: The greatest com-
mendation would be to adopt all their receav
niendations.

Mr. MALEY: In regard to the wild and
woolly statements of the member for Leonora
tMi. Foley)1 cncerning the executives of the

Farmers and Settlers' Association and of the
Westralian Farmners, Ltd., I do not intend to
deal with the hon. member beyond reminding
him that we on the cross benches represent
farming constituencies, and that our constitu-
enta are interested in the Farmers and
Settlers' Association. 'We give an emphatic
denial to the statement that we used our in-
fluence with the Government to persuade them
into doing anything for the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd. If the Government had done
anything in that direction they have done it
because they realise that the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd., are out to protect and foster
the co-operative movement. The Government
should do something more than the mere ex-
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pressiou of a pious hope in regard to the co-
operative movement. Last session a report
by the Hon. .1. D. Connolly was laid on the
Table. That report was the result of inquiries
made in Canada as to how the Government of
that Dominion were assisting their farmers.
The report stated that, in respect to wheat
handling in Canada, the D ominion Government
had advanced to the co-operative societies-
who had installed grain elevators for the bulk.
handling of wheat-85 per cent, of the cost
of erection. Having given the assurance that
they are out to encourage the co-operative
movement, the Government are fully justified
in following up that assurance with practical
assistance. The discussion to-night has ranged]
around a political organigation which is try-
ing to advance in the House the claims of
this company. Until the member for North-
East Fremantle commented on it, there has
been a singular absence of reference to the
iniquitous charges the private millers have
imposed, and to the attitude of those millers
in holding a loaded pistol to the head of
the Government, and demanding rights under
which they have rung enormous profits out
of the community.

Mr. Troy; Who gave them that agreement?
Mr. MALEY: I am not concerned in that.

One mill in which I am interested on a capi-
tal less than £4,000 made, under last year's
muilling agreement, a profit of over 60 per
eent. That, too, after allowing full charges
for depreciation and interest and for the
exactions of both Federal and State taxation
commissioners. And that is one of the smal-
lest mills in the State. If that mill has been
able to make that profit, what on earth must
some of the big mills in the city have been
snaking? I should like to know why two
important mills in the Geraldton district have
been absolutely idle since the inception of
the Pool.

The Attorney General: Have you suggested
to the Honorary Minister that those mills
should be set to work?

Mr. MALEY: I have pointed out both to
the Honorary Minister and to the Royal Com-
mission the fact that those two mills were
not working. The other day I introduced a
deputation to the Minister in regard to what
arrangements had been made concerning the
Geraldtne wheat for this season. In the
''West Australian'' of the following mhorn-
lag a report was published by the Minister
stating that a great deal of wheat which
could have been stacked at Ceraldton thin
year had not beens stacked there, because of
the weevil in that district. It was stated
publicly that Geraldton was suffering worse
from weevil than any part of the State. That
is a base libel- The conditions at Geraldton
are no worse than the conditions in any
other part of the State. That can be borne
out by thse wheat being brought down from
Geraldton now- Some of that wheat was
gsisted into flour for the shipment by Mir.
Padhury which went away in the ''Kanga-
roo' Mr. Padhury paid to the Scheme 7s.
-nor bushel for that wheat. What has riven

the Minister and the Scheme officials the
impression that the wheat in Geraldtoa is so
badly infected is that some of the old wheat
that came into the Geraldtone depot and
which the Scheme manager at Geraldtoa.
pulled out and stacked by itself in a i-
used shed, was sent down here, where it was
seen by the officials, who thereupon gained
the idea that all the wheat in Geraldtoa was
similarly affected. In connection with the
Royal Commission's report and the question
of the Westrallian Farmers Ltd., ]et me point
to page 11 of the Commission's report, where
we find the following paragraph:-

So far as their investigations have ex-
tended, the Commission cannot find that
the work of the acquiring agents has been
performed better or worse by the WVestra-
lis Farmers, Ltd., than by any of the other
firms handling wheat.

That is the greatest compliment that could
be paid to the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.j be-
cause when they entered into the business of
acquiring wheat, the same allegations were
made against their lack of business capacity
as were made against my friends of the Op-
position when they held office. The Westra-
line Farmers, Ltd., is a co-operative company
registered under Table A of the Companies
Act, which prescribes tlsat within certain
limits embodied in their articles of associa-
tion they can only pay to shareholders divi-
dends up to seven per cent. They cannot pay
out at 121/2 per cent, dividend, but what they
do is this: every person who trades with the
company, whether a shareholder or not, is,
after the close of the financial year, reinm-
horsed on the basis of the profits of the com-
pany over the seven per cent. That amount
is distributed in the form of debentures
among those persons doing business with the
company. That of itself should dispel some
of the impressions held that the company
is making and distributing profits of 121M2
and 20 per cent. I hope the second reading
will be agreed to.

Mr. HARRTSON (Avon) [10.59]: The
chairman of thec Royal Commission has al-
ready exhaustively dealt with a good deal
of what has come before the Commission, but
there are one or two facts which I wish to
place before the Chamber. The mr'hcer for
Greenough paid the Commission a o-n-limnent
as to their strenuous duties. h- t in' qlse re-
marked that there wasi only one direct
representative of the producers on that Com-
mission. From the inception of the Commis-
dion no party feeling whatever has existed,
and the five members directly repre-
sented the wheat producers of the -il There
was bnt one idea, among the membhee of the
Commission, inmely, that in serviny the in-
terests of the growers, they wooll olso serve
the interests of the State, and took it as
their duty to see what could be re'o'imendel
for the better administration of th Schemne.
There are one or two omission. '-m this
measure which I regret. a-d n nsider
should be emphasised. The "- 'Thmis-
sion 's interim report, page V' 'he top
of the eond columnsts
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The Commission is strongly of opinion
that the proposed system of dual control
should not be continued, and that in future
agreements the agent should be held res-
ponsible, not only for the acquiring of the
wheat from the farmer, but also for its care
and protection uip to and including dcliv-
ery and stacking into sheds at depots or
sidings.

The main element of success or failure in the
receiving of tlhe wheat is the work of the manl
wvlo first handles the wheat. If the checking.
weigh ing, sampling, marking, and so forth
arc not carried out efficiently in the first tin-
stance, the faults that accrue can never be
thoroughly remedied. They ,nay be picked
til, detected, lbut they can never be fully reme-
lied, at anly later stage. Tihus success 'Ic-

penvis %,ely largely on the original acquiring
sub-agent. If a sub-agent neglects his
dluty, that dutty most assuredly cannot
lbe efficiently performed at any later
stage of the handling of the wheat. My con-
tention is that the acquiring agency should
have control over all these subsidiary agencies
acting under the agreement. The public gener-
ally do not recignise the full extent to which
success depends upon having the right men
to do the work in the first instance. During
last harvest, men who had been in this walk
of life for some years were secured by the
local co-operative societies in most instances.
to act as sub-agents. If the same sub-
agents continue to do the initial work
during this harvest, and if more suitable sub-
agents are secured in centres where that work
was not performed with complete efficiency
during that last harvest, we may look for
better results this season.

[Air. Foley ealled attention to the state of
the House. Bells run; a quorum formued.]

Mr. HARRISON: The elimination of dual
control would] save much duplication of cor-
respondence, and a great deal of worry to the
Minister controlling the Scheme, whose adnuin-
istration has inevitably suffered from the
many vexatious delays
able fromt dual control.
work of wheat acquirin
preparation of sites an
dunnage of temporary
Next comes the actra
wheat. Only one bodj
sible for the receivin
wheat until delivery a&
being responsible also It
wheat when received

and troubles insepar-
The first step in the

g is the selection and
d the construction of

stacks at sidings.
at receiving of the

,should be respon-
g of this season's
1the depot, the firm

'r the condition of the
and stored. Then

all the Scheme would have to worry about
is the checking and the sampling, and to see
that the work of the firm was faithfully per-
formcd. Consider our experiences of Inst sea-
son. A great deal of denmurrage was nntie-
essarily incurred. Facilities were not given.
in certain eases, for the provision of dunname:
owing to delays in this respect, and owing
to lack a' direct methods of communication or,
I may sov 'Vrect instructions from the Scheme
officers - Pe- 'h +o the men in charge at coun-
try ce'#- -heat -'19 actually deposited o"

the ground, and further cost was incurred by
its subsequent removal. The best use was not
made of railway trucks in the transport of
wheat from certain unsuitable sidings to other
sidings which had superior facilities for holding
the wheat until it "-as lifted. The Commission
have had evidence that the Railway Depart-
ment proved unequal t6 the task of
moving ,more than 20 or 25 per cent, of the
wheat yield before the wet season. if
there is to be a further increase of
the yield this year, we shall not reach
even the percentage I have quoted in
the matter of m~oving wheat unless a better

s ,ystemt is established between those receiv-
ing in the country and those taking delivery
at the depots. The best and most business-
like system would be to have the acquiring
agent responsible for the wheat up to its
delivery and stacking in depot, or for even a
longer period. There has been a feeling that
the Royal Commission's recommndations
should not go further than necessary, that,
the war having ended, the responsibility for
further receiving of wheat in depot would
be for an unknown period, so that the extent
of the obligation in this respect could not
be definitely gauged. Accordingly, it was
thought, the extra work and responsibility
would be mater of speculation. My view is
that if that extra work and responsibility
were remunerated at so much per annunm
then, if the wheat were removed in the cours8

of a year, paymnent might be made pro rata
with the number of mouths the wheatt had
been held. The chairman of the Royal Coan-
mission has mentioned another recommen-
dation which has not been carried into effect
-that relating to the building of sheds at
country sidings where more than 20,000 bags
is received. Had this been done, the higher
capital expenditure on sheds in the matter of
laying foundations, of boarding and flooring,
would have resulted in permanent good.
There would have been greater storoge
acconmmodation at various country cen-
tres, which accommodation would have
been of great use not only for wheat but also
for other products. The cost of sheds as
the member for North-East Fremantle (lion..
W. C. Angwin) has pointed out, represents
five-sevenths of the cost of erecting sheds
last year. The amount quoted by the lion.
member covers not only the cost of erection
of the sheds, but also the cost of sidings,
drainage, and other work connected with
shed accommodation. flut, taking only the
cost of the sheds, five-sevenths of the total
cost of shed construction alone could have
been saved through 2a. 6d. per ton charged
by the railways over through freights for
shunting at depots being eliminated. En
this way the five-sevenths could have been
,lived and taking the quantity we are
ecnecting to receive this year, the amount
wonld be no less a sum than f33,782, that
is. if we take 37 bushels-to the ton. If we
take 12 bags to the ton the amount of the
sawin'! would be at 2s, 6d. per ton
C16,500. U. the .wheat were delivered
V'rect from the farmers' wagons to the



[COUNCIL.]

sheds ltere would be only one handling.
But what do we find to-day? It is first
of all delivered from the farmer's wagon
into a temporary stack, then from that tem-
porary stack into a truck, then it is handled
again from the truck at the depot into the
stack at the depot. It is handled from
the depot into ai truck and then again
out of the truck into the mill or else
to the ship at the port. These handlings
all cost money. Not only that but we have
in each handling further damage done to the
bags handled, and every time hooks are put
into the bags a certain number must be de-
stroyed and there follows a loss of wheat. If
that wheat had been stored direct it would
have remained iii the best condition. What
do we find has taken placeeia the past? We
find that wheat has not been lifted until
the wet season has set in and then it has
been put into the truck wet at the sidings.
The wheat has to be conveyed in wet weather
and has been further damaged by rain
on account of the lack of covering it has had
from the temporary stack to the depot.
There has been the extra cost of receiving the
wet wheat. It has had to be up-ended to be
dried before it could be put in the stack,
and we found in some eases that the
wheat was stacked while it was in a
damp condition. Hon. members may not
realise what one-eighth of penny per
bushel may mean on a harvest of
the dimensions of that handled last year. On
all these handlings one-eighth of a penny does
not seem very much, but when we take the
aggregate on, say, a 15-million bushel, that
eighth of a penny represents a sum of £7,812.
If it were a farthing the amount would be
;15,65 it it were a halfpenny it would be
£31,250; and if it were a penny the sum would
be £62,500 odd. I have the same figures here
with regard to the amount which would be
involved if the harvest were one of 10 million
bushels. At a penny per bushel the amount
would be £41,666; at a halfpenny per bushel
£20,833; at a farthing per bushel £10,420;
and at an eighth of a penny per bushel £5,208.
In the old days before we had a Pool, the
acquiring agents did not consider 2d. or 3d.
per bushel a high sum. When we come to
realise what these amounts mean to us we can
imagine what they meant in the old days. It
shows, as the member for Beverley has stated,
that we want to save every farthing of cost.
If we do not reduce the cost of marketing I
cannot see how to reduce the further cost of

production. So far as r can see, unless we
adopt different methods we shall not be able
to do that, We are to-day working with large
implements and large teams, and those item
mean so much in the aggregate to the wheat
crop. With regard to the Westralian Farmers
handling the wheat, it is claimed by that comn-
pany that whatever profits they make go into
the pockets of the wheaitgrowers. Only seven
per cent, can be paid by that partieular com-
pany as dividends on shares. Further than
that, the wheatgrowers who are not share-
holders in the company gain an advantage by
the company handling the wheat giving de-

bentures or bonus shares. If that be the
case, all the wheatgrewers are working on
better terms than could be given by
other acquiring agents, who would n~ot be
working under such a system. It is therefore
good for the State, and for the wheatgrowers,
that the wheat should be handled by such a
company if the profits which are nmade are re-
turned to the farmers. There are one or two
matters in the report which I would like to
draw attention to, namely, demurrage and dual
control. If bon. members turn up question
5.549 they will find that Mr. Shillingtou, in
the course of his evidence, stated that on one
line alone the Railway Department waived an
amount of £2,000 in connection with demnur-
rage. On another occasion Mr. Shillington
stated that no fewer than 1,000 trucks were
held up. In answer to question 5546 he stated
that on one occasion 2,000 wagons were under
load with wheat. It would be much better if
we could dispense with dual control and get
the wheat handled at the lowest possible cost
so that the growers might derive the greatest
advantage. I trust the House will use its
influence to see whether something cannot even
now be done so that the acquiring agents shall
have the full responsibility of delivering and
stacking the wheat they have received in good
condition at the depats where it will remain
until it is removed.

On motion by Mr. Brown debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 11.20 p.m.

legislative Couil,
Friday, 13th December, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3 p.m.,
and read prayers.

BILLS (3)-THIRD READING.
1, Postponement of Debts Continuation.
2, Sale of Liquor Regulation Act Continua-

tion.
3, Licensing Act Amendment Continuance.
Passed.

BILL-ROADS ACT CONTINUATION.
Third Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P.
Colebatch-East) [3.41: 1 move-

That the Bill be now read a third time.
Ron. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM (North)

[3.5]: Unfortunately I was not here when the
second reading was carried, and so I wish to
make a few remarks on the third reading. I


